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DTYARjiAKtRt Ttu^JIl).— Kurdish nids lulled nine Tudtisfc 
,‘wjltoOfld; 1 toapped three others Sunday during a racket raid on a 
^edarmc station dose; id the Iraqi border, local officials said. A 
"~ J ~~ wcin-pakt village guard and three more imldwrs v<erc injured ia the 
MV the souriKagcttt town of SeaufinU, less than 3$ fcSomeues 
tfagrtffljgd frostier mih I»q. A «cu*«y offkial ra dte provincial 
• CRywbitegcorifinncd dg rebel ggad. and the kitting of mne 

tokfiers.'Bit.te dcdioedlb CMmetton die kidoAppmg of three soldiers. 

- The K wdbb W or kers P arty (PICK) has recently stepped up a seven-year 
cxrnpaign for Kurdish independence that has chained over 3,200 lives. 
Move flw» $0 people have ton kSed in PKK attacks in the southeast in 
re«wwacks=PICl< guerrillas attack government of ft ctafr.smc workers, 
potteeineo jtnd dv&au they see- as tnieois ra Kurdish nsdonaibrn. Id 

- separate ractdenui Sunday, die sotnroSida! Anatolian news agency said a 
-man wavkjflod.m the southeastern town of Kahiamanmaras when bis 
ttrimbus hit a land niSac planted ba a road. Security forces shot dead a 
Kurdish rebel trying to eater Tar key from Syria* the agency reported. 
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More BCCX indictments coming — Thornburgh 

WASHINGTON (R) — Anoniey General Dick Thornburgh said Sunday 
he expected U.S. authorities to bring more indictments soon in the Bank 
of Credit and Commerce Internationa] (BCCi) scandal. Mr. Thornburgh 
denied a barrage of charges From both liberals and conservatives that the 
U.S. Justice Department dragged its feet for years in investigating the 
bank. “We expect further and more far-reaching indictments soon." Mr. 
Thornburgh said on CBS Television. He said the indictments would likely 
involve “monetary and banking violations’* but declined to go into further 
detai). New York District Attorney Robert MoigeMhau filed fraud and 
larceny charges last week against the disgraced bank and two of its 
owners. The central bank also fined BCCI J20O million. The fine and the 
indictments amounted to the strongest actions yet against the bank since it 
was shut down by authorities around the wotld on July 5. Mr. Thornburgh 
denied the Justice Department was lax in investigating BCCI or that it 
impeded inquiries by others into its finances. “We don't deal in sound 
bites. We have to present evidence in court," he said. 
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S:^ Prince Hasaan 
. confers 
with Sudanese 
minister 

■ AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Sunday received at his . office 
Sudanese Information Minister 
Abdullah Mohammad Ahmad 
and discussed with him the cur- 
rent Arab situation and trilateral 
relations. The meeting was 
attended by the Sudanese ambas- 
sador in Amman. 

Jordan denies 
reports of IMF talks 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Finance 
Ministry Sunday denied rile pre- 
sence in Jordan of a team repre- 
senting the International Monet- 
ary Fund (IMF) or the World 
Bank to discuss Jordan's econo- 
mic restructuring programme and 
said press reports about such 
team are groundless. "No such 
team ts present m Jordan and no 
negotiations have been con- 
ducted between the Jordanian 
government and the IMF about 
the economic pr ogramme/* said a 
spokesman for the Finance Minis- 
try. “All that has been reported 
about such matter is incorrect.'* 
be added. The official said that a 
team of technicians from the 
World Bank is currently in Jor- 
dan to discuss with government 
its special pofides to encourage 
industries and to promote Jorda- 
nian exports, with particular 
focus' on modern technology used 
in industrial production. 

U.N. steps up food 
-aid to Ethiopia 

NAIROBI (R)T — The largest 
privatdy-owned truck fleet in 
Africa is moving thousands of 
tonnes of wheat and other basic 
foods to fannne-bit areas of 
Ethiopia, tt. N^. World Food 
Programme (WFF) officials said 
here Sunday. The WFP has hired 
SO tracks from private transpor- 
ters lit Kenya to boost its road 
fleet to 3SQ vehicles. The first 
convoy of 27 trucks carrying S10 
tonnes of wBeat left the Kenyan 
port of Mombasa this weekend 
for the -Ethiopian border. A WFP 
spokesman said the bucks would 
reinforce the transport fleet 
already in place in Ethiopia, 
which was now stretched beyond 
its capacity by demands for 
famine refief. 

Egypt, Kuwait 
appoint head . ' . 
erf Joint airline 

CAIRO (R) — A joint Knwaiti- 
JEgyptian airline venture , has 
appointed its chief officers, the 
Middle East News Agency' 
{MENA) Sunday. The share bol- 
dersr appointed Egyptian Ismail 

00 * Sharif n&preskfent of the board of 

tre b* management and Kuwaiti Ahmad 
mpft Faisal A) Zubn as vice-president. 
Trod * The Egyptian- Kuwaiti airline 
ls»A' company wiB be capitalised at S20 

n'? 1 ’ 1 million, 51 per cent held by 
ieH t Egypt’s national airline Egyptair. 
eai# and 49 per cent by. Kuwait Air- 

ways. Mr. Sharif is currently head 
of the economy section of Egyp- 
tE«T and Mr. Zubn general mana- 
-a ger of Kuwait Airways. The com- 
pany, which will have free zone 
IS*®* • status in Egypt, will operate car- 
f go charters and_freight -routes, be 
A ^ tmed in London, and begin op- 
tb tif erations before the end of the 

s f* - year, MENA said. 

mkg EC says Yugoslav 
^ efforts collapsed 

<* JJjl BELGRADE (AP) — European 
’ Com m u n ity (EC) efforts to clinch 

” mi a ceasefire in the strife-torn 
Yugoslav republic of Croatia 
.hasc-Otrilapsal^tiic Jeader erf an 
*® r ‘ ( EC peace mission to the Balkan 
** j coanfry said Sunday. “We did not 
succeed,"’ Dutch Foreign Minis- 
ter Hans van den Broek told a 
e JJJ'. news conference after a series of 
l ] .£. meetings with top Yugoslav lead- 
ers. VWe have to condude there 
iho unanimity and that there is a 

1 lade of political will which would 

1 aEow for a comprehensive cease- 

cb*jJL‘ fire' agreement,^ he added. Mr- 

Van to Brock decided to aban- 
jp*L. tothe EC initiative after Serbia 
awl.’ hs allies boycotted a joint 
i*5 JJ mating of the mission and 
1 £•*{- Vugotiavia’s state preadency in 
Befcade. The Mure U> reach 
agreement was a Wow to Croatia 
whkfc has been trying to secure 
EC -actors on -its territory 
«4ieie Croatian security forces, 
the' Yngodav army and Serbian 
guerrillas have been fighting (see 
earlier story on page 8). 
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PLO: Formula will be 
found for Palestinian 
attendance in peace talks 

PLO chairman vows not to yield on Jerusalem, 
holds talks with Benjedid ahead of Baker 


Combined agency despatches 

PALESTINIANS are likely to 
participate in the Middle East 
peace conference proposed by 
the United States and the Soviet 
Union, a senior adviser to Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat 
said Sunday. 

“I believe that Palestinians will 
attend this conference." Bassam 
Abu Sharif told journalists. “1 
don't believe there will be an 
obstacle that will prevent the 
Palestinians from going." 

The issue of Palestinian parti- 
cipation has been viewed as the 
last remaining obstacle in the way 
of the peace conference planned 
for October. Israel has said it 
would attend only if Palestinians 
from the PLO and from Arab 
Jerusalem were excluded. 

"I believe there's room for a 
formula that will facilitate the 
pace process.*' Mr. Abu Sharif 
said, without spelling out details. 

He spoke shortly after U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
arrived in Turns for talks with 
President 2Sne A1 Abidine Ben 
Ali on' the peace process. 

Mr. Arafat,, meanwhile, left 
PLO headquarters in Tunis for a 
visit to Algiers, continuing to 
shuttle across North Africa a step 
ahead of Mr. Baker, who to visit 
Alters Monday. 

“We are in favour of a just, 
comprehensive peace, but not if it 
comes at the expense of the 
Palestinian people, " Mr. Arafat 
said before heading to talks with 
President ChadK Benjedid. 

"Settlement of die Palestinian 
question must not contradict in- 
ternational laws.” he said. 

. Mr. Arafat held talks with King 
Hassan of Morocco last Wednes- 
day and with President Ben Ali 
Saturday. Both meetings came 
just before Mr. Baker's visits to 
those countries. 

Mr. Baker, now in Tunis, is 
due to have talks Monday with 
President Benjedid and Prime 
Minister Sidahmad Ghozali. 

Mr. Arafat vowed Sunday he 
would not compromise on the 
to 6 °f having Palestinian resi- 
dents from Arab East Jerusalem 
at the proposed peace conference 
in October. 

“Jerusalem cannot be made (he 


object of discussions, neither in 
substance nor in form. We cannot 
accept conditions from (Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak) Shamir, 
neither directly nor from u dis- 
tance," Mr. Arafat told Reuters 
in an interview. 

“Do you expect me to sell or 
cede Jerusalem." Mr. Arafat 
said. "By God. even if one put 
the sun to my right and moon to 
mv left, I would not commit 
that.” 

Mr. Arafat added: "That 
Arabs ... Muslims ... Christians 
accepts the Judaisaiion of Jeru- 
salem, for my part 1 will not do 
that, despite threats which have 
been made against me." 

He would not give details of 
any threats. 

Mr. Arafat also said he also 
wanted a written memorandum 
on the framework of the confer- 
ence which the United States 
plans to provide to others taking 
part. 

Mr. Arafat linked any accept- 
ance of having Palestinians attend 
in a joint delegation with Jordan 
to guarantees from Washington 
and Moscow. 

“We want a ‘memorandum of 
agreement* of the type presented 
to Israel. Syria. Jordan, Lebanon 
and Egypt.” he said. “We are the 
central party in the settlement. 
We demand the application of 
international legitimacy and the 
points of the initiative of U.S. 
President George Bush." 

Washington, which ended its 
official dialogue with the PLO in 
June 1990 over its failure to con- 
demn a failed raid on Israel by 
one of its splinter groups, has 
ignored the organisation during 
consultations since last March 
aimed at bringing peace to the 
Middle East: 

Mr. Baker, however, has met 
Palestinians from the occupied 
territories — given the go-ahead 
by the PLO to meet him — eight 
times in occupied Jerusalem and 
Washington. 

“We have adopted a positive 
attitude towards them (the Amer- 
icans). They have not done the 
same,” Mr. Arafat said. 

The PLO leader said he had 
sent bis organisation's position to 
leaders of Arab. Muslim, Euro- 
pean and non-aligned countries 


and told them of Israel’s deter- 
mination to maintain a right of 
veto over who should represent 
the Palestinians. 

"We are for a just peace ... but 
it is the first time in history that a 
party to a conflict wants to have 
the right of veto on the composi- 
tion of its adversary's delega- 
tion..." he said. 

The PLO's third largest fac- 
tion, the Damascus- based Demo- 
cratic From for the Liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP) issued a state- 
ment Sunday saying the U.S. 
proposals "contradict the re- 
quirements for a fair peace." 

"The policies followed by some 
of the Arab ruling circles and 
some Palestinian leaders, by re- 
treating in front of Washington’s 
pressures and accommodating 
with its dictates, have weakened 
the Arab and Palestinian posi- 
tions ... and contributed in sink- 
ing the peace process to the 
dangerous point it has now 
reached," the statement said. 

"Our people, continuing their 
brave uprising, reject the Amer- 
ican plan," it said. "There is no 
solution for the Palestinian issue 
without the effective participa- 
tion of the Palestinian people's 
representatives, which is the 
PLO." 

"Today it has become clear 
that these policies of defeatism 
have only brought humiliation 
and will only lead to the elimina- 
tion of the PLO and its own 
suicide.” the DFLP said. 

“The PLO will continue to 
hold the main key to the door of 
peace provided it adheres to the 
dear Palestinian position that 
there can be no peace, no security 
without full and balanced settle- 
ment of die Palestinian ques- 
tion," the DFLP said. 

Mr. Arafat, in an interview 
Saturday in Tunis with French 
television, said Israel agreed to 
participate in the conference only 
after "blackmailing" the United 
States into accepting all its condi- 
tions. 

"If Israel has said yes to the 
conference, it’s because all the 
conditions which it set have been 
accepted by the U.S. administra- 
tion — no to the presence of the 
PLO, no to an independent 

(Contiaued 00 page 5) 


OIC conference opens with Ozal 
call for Islamic CSCE system 


ISTANBUL (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Turgut Ozal urged Islamic 
countries Sunday to take steps to 
prevent such "lawlessness” as the 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. 

Mr. 02a) noted in his opening 
remarks that the 20th foreign 
ministers meeting of the Orga- 
nisation of Islamic Conference 
(OIC) was taking place in the 
aftermath of “tragic events which 
have caused mud suffering, dis- 
tress and damage for many coun- 
tries.” 

“I refer to the aggression by 
Iraq against Kuwait ... we should 
lay- down firm foundations to 
prevent the recurrence of such 
lawlessness ever again.” 

He told the foreign ministers 
from 45 Islamic countries 
gathered to debate a crowded 
agenda including the consequ- 
ences of the Iraqi invasion, that 
they could look to a European 
model for building confidence. 

Thanks to the Conference on 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (CSCE) “countries that 
nurtured only distrust and misgiv- 
ings against each other for de- 
cades and centuries are now dis- 
cussing which weapons and milit- 
ary equipment will be destroyed 
next,” Mr. Ozal said. 

“I believe that it is possible for 
tiie Islamic World to take steps in 
a simil ar direction, sieps which 
win need courage and vision,’' he 
said. He expressed Turkey's 
readiness to make its experience 
available as a participating state 
in the CSCE system. 

Mr. Ozal said he saw economic 
cooperation as the only true key 


to lasting peace and security in 
the region. 

Iraqi Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs Mohammad 
Saeed A1 Sahaf is attending the 
conference to field the criticisms. 

The Iraqi delegation tried but 
failed Saturday -to add a call for 
lifting the U.N. sanctions against 
Iraq to the conference agenda. 

In a written statement, OIC 
Secretary General Hamid AI 
Gabid said be would submit a 
report to the conference on the 
organisation's activities regarding 
the developments after the Gulf 
war. 

He said one of the major poli- 
tical issues before the conference 
was the Palestine and the Arab- 
Israefi conflicts, including cun-ent 
Middle East peace efforts. 

“OIC has called for an interna- 
tional peace conference on the 
Middle East to be attended by all 
concerned parties including the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO), the sole legitimate 
representative of the Palestinian 
people, on equal footing and the 
five permanent representatives of 
the U.N. Security Council," Mr. 
Gabid said in the statement. 

Among 60 odd subjects on its 
agenda, the conference will dis- 
cuss the situation in Afghanistan, 
the Muslim minorities in the 
world and die Kashmir dispute 
between India and Pakistan. 

Turkey is backing a bid by the 
breakaway Turkish republic of 
northern Cyprus to be a fully 
fledged member of the OIC. The 
Turkish Cypriot state, which is 
recognised only by Turkey, has 


been participating in OIC meet- 
ing so far as an observer. 

The conference has also pro- 
vided an opportunity for the 
ministers to meet privately to 
discuss bilateral and regional 
alignments. 

In one such meeting Saturday, 
the foreign ministers of Iran, 
Saudi Arabia, Syria and Turkey 
discussed a post-war security 
scheme for the Gulf area. 

The conference will also dis- 
cuss the latest breakthrough to- 
wards an Arab- Israeli peace con- 
ference. 

This initiative is supported by 
most OIC states, although some 
including Iran oppose the idea. 

Late on Saturday, Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa, 
playing a central role in arranging 
the conference, had an bour-long 
meeting with PLO Foreign 
Affairs Chief Farouq Kaddoumi. 

Mr. Musa was said to have 
urged the PLO to say “yes" to a 
U.S. -sponsored peace confer- 
ence. 

Speaking at the opening ses- 
sion on behalf of Asian Muslims. 
Iran’s Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati said the Islamic 
World must take the opportunity 
“to revaiuate its position against 
the downfall of Marxian and in 
the aftermath of the ‘Persian’ 
Gulf crisis.” 

He added: “The Islamic states 
may now 'move to regain their 
deserved position in die world. 
The key to progress is unity, 
peace, understanding and coop- 
eration among member states.” 


4 Arafat letter did not contain 
final word on delegation make- tip 9 


Baker visits 
Tunis, due 
in Algiers 
today 

TUNIS (Agencies) — U.S. 
Secretary of State James Batter 
left Tunis for Morocco Sunday 
after a five-and-a -half-hour vi*ir 
for talks with President Zinc Al 
Abidine Ben Ali. 

Mr. Baker will spend the night 
in Rabat before travelling to 
neighbouring Algeria Monday to 
see President Chadli Benjedid. 

Mr. Baker, on his sixth Middle 
East mission since the end of the 
Gulf war, hopes to get North 
African leaden (o use their influ- 
ence with the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation ( PLO) to agree 
on representation in a peace con- 
ference. 

Tunis is the headquarters of the 
PLO but Mr. Baker did not meet 
the group. PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat flew off to Algiers, shortly 
before Mr. Baker's arrival in the 
Tunisian capital. 

Flying here from Morocco ear- 
lier. Mr. Baker said he was 
"obviously very pleased" with the 
Israeli cabinet vote to attend the 
proposed peace conference. 

"We still have some work to do 
and we will continue to work on 
the issue of Palestinian repre- 
sentation.” Mr. Baker said as he 
posed for pictures with President 
Ben Ali. 

*‘We are very hopeful, of 
course, rhat now that Israel is on 
board through the approval of the 
cabinet, and Arab states are on 
board, that the Palestinians will 
deride that they, too. want to 
participate in an active and viable 
peace process,” he said. 

Mr. Baker has studiously 
avoided the PLO in lining up 
Arab states and Israel for nego- 
tiations. He said after his meeting 
with Mr. Ben Ali that he had 
beard about PLO Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafat's advisor Bassam Abu 
Sahrifs comments that Palesti- 
nians will attend the conference. 

“We think we have here a 
process that has the potential for 
leading to a real and comprehen- 
sive peace,” Mr. Baker said. 

Mr. Baker called his talks with 
Mr. Ben Ali serious and substan- 
tive and reaffirmed his belief that 
Tunisia, Algeria and Morocco 
should participate in the prop- 
osed peace conference. 

"We are hopeful that people 

(Continued on page 2) 


By Nermeen Murad 

Ionian Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Palestine Liberation 
Organisation l PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat’s letter delivered 
on Saturday to His Majesty King 
Hussein did not contain the 
PLO's final reply on the make-up 
of the proposed join: Jordanian- 
Palestinian delegation to the Mid- 
dle East peace conference set for 
October, government sources 
said Sunday. 

"Jordan has already received 
the PLO’s agreement in priniciple 
to the proposal for a joint delega- 
tion . but Saturday's letter did not 
contain the names of the Palesti- 
nian side nor did it spell out the 
(organisation’s) final word on the 
conference." one of the sources 
told the Jordan Times. 

The source did not disclose the 
contents of the letter hut said that 
in it Mr. Arafat "indicated the 
significance of having an Arab 


TEL AVIV l Agencies) — The 
Israeli cabinet Sunday approved 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir's 
decision to attend a Middle East 
peace conference once Israel's 
conditions on Palestinian repre- 
sentation are met. 

The 20-man cabinet voted 16 to 
rhree in support of Mr. Shamir at 
the end of a four-hour meeting, a 
cabinet communique said. 
Absorption Minister Yitzhak 
Peretz did not attend the session 
but expressed his support, said 
Health Minister Ehud Olmert. 

"I am 'nappy the process is 
finally over and now we can start 
the real work, the negotiations," 
said Interior Minister Arye Deri, 
the cabinet's strongest advocate 
of a peace conference. 

Minister without Portfolio Re- 
havam Zeevi. Science Minister 
Yuval Neeman and Housing 
Minister Ariel Sharon voted 
against Mr. Shamir. 

Mr. Neeman said his Tchiya 
Party, which has three members 
among Mr. Shamir's 66 majority 
in the 120-seat parliament, would 
decide Wednesday at what point 
it would pull out of a government 
that "is negotiating on territorial 
concessions.” 

Mr. Zeevi said he would stay in 
the government for now, and Mr. 


East Jerusalem team in the joint 
delegation." 

The Jordan News Agency. Pet- 
ra, reported rhat Mr. Arafat's 
letter dealt with Middle East 
peace efforts but did not give any 
details. 

The sources said that the issue 
of Palestinian representation is in 
its “final stages" and that it is 
expected that a compromise will 
be struck between the PLO's 
insistence on the right to choose 
its representatives and Israel's 
demands for a veto power over 
the Palestinian side of the joint 
delegation. 

They did not divulge the nature 
of the "compromise" but some 
hinted that the Jordanian offer of 
an “umbrella*’ for the Palesti- 
nians in the conference may also 
cover the Arab Jerusalem repre- 
sentation issue. 

The sources said that while 
Jordan is keen to win the PLO's 
acceptance at an agreement an 


Sharon said he would fighr 
against the peace conference 
from within the government. 

Mr. Sharon, who reportedly 
got into a shouting argument with 
Mr. Shamir in the closed door 
cabinet meeting, said Israel was 
starting negotiations from “a very 
dangerous situation" where it 
would be forced into comprom- 
ises. 

Although little more than a nui- 
sance for now. Mr. Sharon and his 
fellow right-wingers could give Mr. 
Shamir, himself a hardliner, a pretext 
for calling early elections that would 
delay peace talks in future. 

Mr. Shamir, under pressure from 
Washington and Moscow, agreed 
Thursday to attend a conference — 
but only if U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker lifts the stumbling block 
of who is to represent Palestinians. 

Israel opposes the participation of 
residents from Arab East Jerusalem. 

Mr. Baker was in Tunisia Sunday 
to enlist help in coaxing Palestinians 
to form a Jordanian-Palestinian de- 
legation at the peace table. 

Some Israelis suggest the appoint- 
ment of a Jordanian cabinet minister 
formerly from East Jerusalem might 
.serve as a compromise. 

“If a person in the Jordanian de- 
legation. a minister in Jordan's gov- 
ernment, will be a member of the 
delgation. that is a Jordanian matter 
and not ouis," Justice Minister Dan 
Meridor told Israel Radio before the 


next moves towards the confer- 
ence. the Jordanian leadership 
adheres to its policy of non- 
interference in Palestinian affairs 
and the decision-making process 
of the PLO. 

"The Palestinian decision is 
still being formulated in Tunis.” a 
source told the Jordan Times. 

"We will not know or partici- 
pate in the drawing up of the list 
of Palestinian delegates until we 
receive the PLO's independent 
decision," the government source 
said. 

The source, however said Jor- 
dan expects the PLO’s derision to 
be positive inspite of the condi- 
tions set by Israel. 

The sources described as 
"credible" and "plausible" re- 
ports that U.S. President George 
Bush u*ouid meet with Arab rep- 
resentatives from East Jerusalem 
as a way to get around the issue of 


cabinet vote. 

Israeli newspapers said Friday that 
by joining Arab states in accepting a 
U.S. -Soviet-sponsored peace confer- 
ence. the Jewish state would please 
both the main powers who cam- 
paigned for it. 

Health Minister Olmert told repor- 
ters after the cabinet vote: "No doubt 
this is a major move forward and we 
have to be very careful about it. But I 
think that the damage that might have 
been caused to Israel had we 
answered negatively was much grea- 
ter than the risk involved." 

Asked what were the risks. Mi 
Olmert said: "It could have isolated 
the state of Israel and the government 
of Israel at a time when there is a 
genuine expectation ar*v:*no many 
countries that something will be done 
in order to advance the chance of 
meaningful negotiations." 

Israel hopes its agreement will 
make the United Slates more sym- 
pathetic to a request it will make next 
month for S10 billion in loan guaran- 
tees for housing an influx of Soviet 
Jewish immigrants. 

It also hopes the Sovcit Union will 
soon restore foil diplomatic ties se- 
vered over the 1967 war. 

Two U.S. officials were expected to 
arrive in Israel this week to continue 
talks with both Palestinians and 
Israelis in an effort to work out 
wrinen documents promised to each 
side on American positions in the 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Israeli cabinet backs Shamir’s 
conditional acceptance of plan 



Scenes from Sunday’s session of the Lower Bouse of Parliament (photos by Yousef AJ ‘Allan) 


Islamist-dominated House session votes to 


toughen conditions for foreign investments 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Lower House 
of Parliament Sunday voted to 
toughen conditions for foreign 
investments to the Kingdom, 
arguing that lax conditions for 
such investments would expose 
Jordan to dependence on foreign 
powers. 

Three articles of a 1990 draft 
law on foreign and Arab invest- 
ments were vetoed by 29 mostly 
Muslim Brotherhood and Islamist 
deputies from among the 57 who 
attended Sunday's session. 

Prime Minister Taher Al Masri 
told the House that it should 
reconsider curbing foreign invest- 
ment. "This country has hardly 
any natural resources or any in- 
dustries. How do you expect that 
Jordan will support itself in and 
of itself?” Mr. Masri asked the 
deputies and urged them to re- 
consider their derision. 

The prime minister also 


warned them that they should not 
complain about massive unem- 
ployment if local industries 
should close down as a result of 
lack of foreign investments. 
“Don’t talk to us about unem- 
ployment if you don’t want fore- 
ign investment. We cannot create 
solutions if you block the means 
to implement them," Mr. Masri 
told the parliamentarians. 

One of the three articles in 
question — article six — would 
technically allow a given minister 
and the cabinet to approve a 
foreign investment project. The 
deputies objected to "foreign” 
investors and said that "Arab” 
investors could be approved by 
the Cabinet but that foreign in- 
vestors should undergo more 
stringent scrutiny. 

"The downfall of the Soviet 
Union came about as a result of 
foreign investments m that coun- 
try.” warned Irbid Deputy Hus- 
sein Mujalli. 

Another article allowing for 


the organising and setting up of 
small businesses and handicraft 
units by foreigners with the 
approval of the cabinet and the 
minister concerned was also 
voted down. 

“This is indirect interference 
with our organisation of labour. 
There is no foreign investment 
involved here, only foreign in- 
terference in our local labour 
organisations.” said former 
Minister of Education and Mus- 
lim Brotherhood member Abdul- 
lah Akaileh. 

Another article which provided 
that foreign investors could par- 
ticipate in tenders and carry out 
projects in Jordan or conduct 
scientific and technical studies if 
the investor "transmits to Jordan 
•a convertible amount equivalent 
to JD 25,000," was also voted 
down. 

“We are not interested in those 
investments which aim at ruling 
us in the future.” said Muslim 
Brotherhood Deputy Moham- 


mad Abu Faris. "How can we 
trust that a government that is 
willing to negotiate with Israel 
will not bring Israeli investors 
here to rule us economically?" 
he contended. 

Among those in attendance 
was the Muslim Brotherhood 
.bloc in its entirety and most of the 
independent Islamists. AH of 
them voted against the three arti- 
cles that were open to debate. 
The House Finance Committee 
had made recommendations that 
the three articles be amended or 
cancelled altogether. 

The rest of the articles in the 
draft law were either endorsed as 
they were presented or with 
amendments. 

Deputy Leith Shbeiiat was 
accepted as a member of the 
Public Freedoms and Citizens' 
Rights Committee to replace Mr. 
Salim Zoubi. Deputy Daoud 
Kogak, a member of the commit- 
tee, was elected rapporteur to 
succeed Mr. Zoubi. 







Middle East News 



Britain denies it 

sent large amounts 
of uranium to Iraq 


LONDON (Agencies) — A gov- 
ernment spokesman Sunday de- 
nied a newspaper report that 
Britain shipped large amounts of 
uranium to Iraq. 

The Sunday Times newspaper 
said that according to customs 
records, three large consign- 
ments, totalling 8.6 tonnes of 
depleted uranium and other 
radioactive materials, were ex- 
ported on Department of Trade 
and Industry (DTI) licences be- 
tween 1988 and 1990. 

It quoted a former chief in 
Iraq's nuclear industry as saying 
the materia] was used in Bagh- 
dad's programme to build a nuc- 
lear bomb. 

But a DTI spokesman said a 
small amount of “tiny radioactive 
isotopes for medical use" were 
packed for shipment in large 
amounts of lead and dry ice. 

“It is not correct to say that 8.6 
tonnes of depleted uranium was 
shipped to Iraq" the spokesman 
said. 

‘"The packaging accounts for 
the weight. We told the Sunday 
Times this." 

However the opposition 
Labour Party said it would de- 
mand an explanation from the 
government. It has already called 
for an independent public inquiry 
into allegations that Britain ship- 
ped materials suitable for making 
chemical weapons to Iraq before 
the Gulf war. 

The Sunday Times named its 
Iraqi source as Hussein Shahrista- 
ni. and described him as the 
exiled former head of the Iraqi 
Atomic Energy Commission. 

He was quoted as saying the 
British shipments went to the 
Iraqi nuclear research centre at 
Tuwaitha. 20 kilometres south of 
Baghdad. 

Iraqi sources in Europe identi- 
fied Mr. Sharis tani as a senior 
official of the commission, but 
not its chief. 

They said he was believed to be 
the Iraqi nuclear scientist of Ira- 
nian origin who defected after the 
Gulf war last February. 

Reports at the time said an 
Iraqi scientist, who was un- 
named, fled to Turkey through 
the Kurdish north. He was said to 
have provided the United States 
with vital dues that helped un- 
cover some of Iraq’s nuclear sec- 
-ets. 


Chemical weapons 


U.N. investigators at an Iraqi 
chemical weapons factory found 
that many of the chemicals had 
been “acquired from abroad," 
according to a U.N. report 
quoted in a newspaper. 

The Independent on Sunday 
said the United Nations had de- 


cided to alert individual govern- 
ments privately about the com- 
panies involved, leaving them to 
decide whether to press charges. 

The newspaper said the U.N. 
report was compiled after a five- 
day inspection in June of the 
Muthanna plant, capable of mak- 
ing 2.25 tonnes of nerve gas and 
five tonnes of mustard gas a day. 

It said one of the chemicals, 
thionyi chloride, was mentioned 
in the list of substances revealed 
last week to have been exported 
legally from Britain to Iraq. 

On July 27, the Department of 
Trade and Industry said applica- 
tions were made to export 26 
substances on a list of chemical 
precursors, which could be used 
in chemical weapons. 

The department granted li- 
cences to export six of the subst- 
ances after in-depth examination 
by an interdepartmental commit- 
tee to ensure there was no milit- 
ary use, it said. 

The U.N. inspectors confirmed 
that the thionyi chloride found at 
Muthanna used to make mustard 
gas. the Independent Sunday 
said. 

Under the U.N. Security 
Council's terms for ending the 
Gulf war, ail of Iraq's chemical, 
biological and nuclear weapons 
capability, as well as its ballistic 
missiles, are to be destroyed. 

The special U.N. committee 
charged with insuring destruction 
of Iraq's deadliest weapons pre- 
sented a report last week saying 
the amount of chemical equip- 
ment was four to five times the 
amount that Iraq declared. 

Iraq said Saturday that it had 
cooperated fully with a United 
Nations chemical weapons in- 
spection team and accused West- 
ern media of distorting the team's 
report. 

A Foreign Ministry statement 
said the media reports were part 
of a scheme to tarnish Iraq, either 
to justify another military attack 
or to continue economic sanc- 
tions. 

The statement, released by the 
Iraqi News Agency, said it was 
true that Iraq had more than four 
times the chemical weapons and 
equipment originally declared. 

However, that declaration was 
in April. By mid-May, a month 
before the chemical inspectors 
arrived, another list bad been 
submitted with complete disclo- 
sure, the report said. 

The fourth U.N. nuclear in- 
spection team is in the middle of a 
two-week visit. The first germ 
warfare team arrived Friday. 

This was the second rime in a 
week that Iraq had accused fore- 
ign media of distorting its 
weapons capabilities. 


Baker visits Tunis, due in Algiers 


(Continend from page 1) 


everywhere will support this pro- 
cess... because for too long this 
region has been without peace,” 
Mr. Baker told a news conference 
before his departure. 

“We think it’s a real opportun- 
ity that ought not to be missed," 
he added. 


Asked if he used his talks with 
Mr. Ben Ali to send messages to 
’the PLO, Mr. Baker said: “He is 
not in the business of transmitting 
messages to me and I'm not in die 
business of sending messages 
through him.’' 


Mr. Arafat met Saturday with 
Mr. Ben Ah. 

But Mr. Ben ali said Sunday he 
did not have a message for Mr. 
Baker from Mr. Arafat. 

Referring to the Palestinians, 
he said: "We are going to talk 
about that. We will review the 
problems of the Middle East, the 
Palestinian cause, all the prob- 
lems." 


Mr. Baker noted that relations 
between Washington and Tunis 
were shaky during the Gulf war 
because of Tunisia’s sympathy for 
Iraq. “The United States would 
like to see this relationship back 
on the path to productivity ... we 
would like to put the past behind 
us," Mr. Baker said. 


Baker spokeswoman Margaret 
Tutwiler and other aides have 
said neither Mr. Baker nor any 
other U.S. official would talk to 
the PLO. 


In Morocco on Saturday, Mr. 
Baker urged King Hassan n to 
help him bring the Palestinians 
into peace talks. The king offered 
no commitment and Mr. Baker 
did not ask for a report on King 
Hassan's meeting Wednesday 
with Mr. Arafat. 
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Hostages’ fate linked 


to fortress prison 
in S . Lebanon 


By Mohammad S«fe» m 

The Associated Press 


KHIAM, Lebanon — The fate of 
die Western hostages is bound to 
the 300 Shiite Muslims who are 
imprisoned in an old fort at 
Khiam, barred by their Israeli- 
trained Lebanese guards from 
contact with the outside worfcL 

No simple exchange is possible 
because such rivals as Christian 
militiamen, Palestinian refugees, 
Iranian zealots and the Israeli 
army are involved. 

In the middle of it ali stt Shiite 
Muslim villagers like Abu Sami, 
himself once a prisoner. 

Three years ago, he spent a 
week in the fort being questioned 
on suspicion of guerrilla sym- 
pathies by militiamen of the 
South Lebanon Ariny (SLA), 
Israel’s surrogate in its self-proc- 
laimed “security zone” of South 
Lebanon. 

Most prisoners are Shiite Mus- 
lim members of Hizbollah (Party 
of God), the Iranian-backed fun- 
damentalist guerrilla movement. 

Skriite leaders say the 13 mis- 
sing Westerners — six Amer- 
icans, four Britons, two Germans 
and an Italian — will not be freed 
until the militia frees everyone in 
Khiam. The South Lebanon 
Army has offered to trade the 
prisoners for captured Israelis 
and its own men. 

Only two former prisoners 
agreed to talk about what one 
called “that piece of hell," and 
would not give their full for fear 
of being returned to the fort. 

Mr. Abu Sami, 62, said there 
are nights when he hears screams 
from the prison, about 500 metres 
from his house. 


"Don’t ever tty to approach 
it,” he said. “You’ll be shot at on 
sight." Most relatives say they 
have not been allowed to visit 
prisoners for more than two 
years. Zeinab Awadah said she 
last saw her nephew in February 
1989 after waiting a month for a 
permit. 

“The South Lebanon Army 
guards confiscated all the food 
and cigarettes I brought for Ali,” 
she said. “I was allowed in to talk 
to my newpbew for only 10 mi- 
nutes.” 


He said inte; 
prisoner who i 


tors choose a 
is to give ini 

n i rw him in I 


formation and torture him in 
front of everyone else in the 


prison yard. They tie a naked 
man to a wooden pole, drench 
him with cold water, beat him 
and administer electric shocks, be 
said. 

“They do this at night, when 
it’s quiet, so the prisoner's 
screams can be beard throughout 
the prison and the town,” he said. 
“It’s their way of telling us, ‘this 
is what awaits you if you do 
anything against us.’ It’s a mes- 
sage of terror." 

General Antoine Lahti, who 
commands the 3,000-man militia, 
would not comment on condi- 
tions in the fort. He has refused 
to allow visits by the Internation- 
al Committee of die Red Cross 
until the Red Cross are allowed 
.to see his captured militiamen. 

Gen. Lahd, a former Lebanese 
army officer, also barred a repor- 
ter from the prison. 


Former inmates said four or 
five prisoners often are kept ir a 
single three-square-metre, cell. 
They said the prison is guarded 
by 200 of Gen. Lahd’s militia- 
men commander by Jean Homsi, 
a former army captain from 
Qleiaa, a nearby village. 

Officials of the U.N. 
peacekeeping force in South 
Lebanon agree with former in- 
mates that the prison is under 
direct Israeli control. 

Amnesty international has ac- 
cused Israel of supervising inter- 
rogations and mistreating prison- 
ers. “Two Shiite Muslim de- 
tainees were killed during riots by 
prisoners," it said in a report last 
year. 

Mosbe Fogef, an Israeli army 
spokesman, said: “The prison is 
run by the SLA and Gen. Lahd, 
and anyone who would like to ask 
questions about bow it is run, or 
would like to visit it, i refer them 
to the person in charge.” 

Gen. Lahd says he tuns the 
fort, but fonner prisoners said 
Capt. Homsi takes orders from 
an Israeli, known as Col. Yaki, 
who conducts the main interroga- 
tions with the aid of seven Ara- 
bic-speaking Israeli majors and 
captains. 

Nabfl, a 42-year-old mathema- 
tics teacher, spent 16 months in 
Khiam for “collaborating with 
resistance fighters" and was re- 
leased in May 1987. He belongs 
to the pro-Moscow Lebanese 
Communist Party, one of the 
groups fighting the Israelis. 


problems 


Associated 


NICOSIA — Divided by war and centuries-old hatreds, this island 
poses a thicket of problems and complications for peace nego- 
tiators and could seriously test U.S. President George Bush s role 
as an international mediator. 


Grets Cypriots, backed by about 2^500 Greek b^opSj,baye been 
buying arms and beefing up their national g uairL. y- --vy. . 

Greek Cypriots insist all Turkish troo ps mu st withdraw to 
comply with Security Councfl resolutions. Tmtesay raost troops 
would withdraw in the case of a settlement. .. . . - ■ ; . 


Although Greece and Turkey have agreed to U.N.-sponsored 
talks, there has been no immediate indication of breakthrough 
towards reuniting the island and easing its deep-rooted ethnic and 
religious tensions. 

The peace effort announced by Mr. Bush Friday is just the latest 
bid to tackle the quarrels of the island’s rival Greek- and 
Turkish-speafciag populations and rip down the bathed wire of the 
U.N.-patrolled “green line," which has divided the nation for 17 
years. 

Turkey invaded Cyprus in 1974 after a coup by extremist Greek 
Cypriots who sought “enosis" — the Greek term for a political 
union between Greece and Cyprus. 

Turkish forces have since occupied the northern third of the 
island, including half the capital, Nicosia. About 200,000 Greek 
Cypriots fled south, and more than 1,500 are unaccounted for. 

The mostly Mushm Turkish Cypriots, outnumbered nearly 5-1 by 
Christian Greek Cypriots, claim they were discriminated and 
alienated by the Greek-dominated government. 

In 1983, the Turkish Cypriots proclaimed a republic of northern 
Cyprus under Rauf Denktash. Only Turkey has recognised its 
sovereignty and had demanded international acknowledgement as 
a prerequisite for negotiations. 


The Turks seek a very loose federation with broad powers for tile 
states, while Greek Cypriots want more power fortfce central 
government. .... - 

Greeks insist that ali refugees should have the right 2o;!£tonTto 
their homes and there should be freedom of travel Bfetweeh ihe two 
states. Turkish Cypriots say they do nor warn to become a minority in 
their area, but would agree to allow, some Greek- 
return. . - • • v- • 7“’ ‘ . 


Meanwhile. Greek Cypriots demand an estimated 50,000 
kish settlers from the mainland leave northerirfpQli ^ 
The future roles of Greece and Turkey are also Jpwiential 
stumbling blocks. - 

Turkish Cypriots and Turkey insist Turkey reiaiiKtherighf to 
intervene again to protect the Turkish Cypnots.- ^ . 

Greek Cypriots have refused to recognise this rights ^ivea-to . 
Turkey, Greece and Britain as part of the. 1960 agreemcat g-anrtng 
Cyprus independence from Britain. v. 

Apart from issues directly affecting Cyprus, the taiksm&jr also be ' 
troubled by undercurrents of suspicion and tensor ostweeii 
Greece and Turkey, bitter rivals for centuries. ^ : 


The United Nations, which has had peacekeeping forces in 
Cyprus since 1964, has made several attempts to reunite Cyprus but 
efforts hit a number of other obstacles, including dganmng troops, 
control of land and political reforms. 

Turkey has about 30,000 troops stationed in northern Cyprus. 


Greece won its in depen (fence from the Turkish OttomaffEmpore 
in 1821 after a long struggle. Greeks then invaded Thrkey afto- 
World War I seeking to carve out a piece of the collap^f^maa 
empire, but were evicted by forces led by Turkish 
Kemal Ataturk. ' . - V"V "Vi 


The two countries are also disputing navigation and nmMng jig^ts 
in the Aegean Sea, and have traded accusations over ptt&eais 
feeing immigrants. 



Islamic Jihad threatens 
Palestinians over Baker talks 


OCCUPIED GAZA (R) — The 
fundamentalist Islamic Jihad 
movement in the Israeli-occupied 
Gaza Strip has threatened to kill 
Palestinian leaders who have met 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker about Middle East peace 
talks. 

Islamic Jihad (Holy War), in a 
leaflet obtained by Reuters Sun- 
day, singled out Faisal A1 Hus- 
seini, leader of the Palestinian 
delegation that has met Mr. Bak- 
er on his six Middle East peace 
missions since the end of the Gulf 


He and other fonner inmates 
said 18 Lebanese working for 
Israel’s secret service. Shin Beth, 
handle initial interrogations. 

New inmates are kept hooded 
and handcuffed for 10 days while 
Lebanese interrogators beat them 
and torture them with electric 
shocks, Mr. Nabil siad. 

"In the advanced interroga- 
tions, Yaki and the Israelis 
take over," he said. “Yaki plays 
the nice guy: Offers you clean 
clothes, lets you use the toilet, 
take a bath, have a good meal 
and a cigarette. But he’s a hard 
bastard, like the others.” 


“Islamic Jihad condemns the 
traitors who surrender to solu- 
tions and warns anybody from 
sitting and negotiating. Faisal 
Husseini and his negotiating team 
must know that, the leaflet said. 

Mr. Husseini, an Arab Jeru- 
salem resident, is widely believed 
to represent the mainstream 
Fateh faction of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
in the occupied West Bank. 

There have been fears for his 
safety for several months both at 
the hands of radical Palestinians 
and extreme right-wing Jewish 
groups. Mr. Husseini is currently 


in London and was not available 
for comment. 

Islamic Jihad is the smallest 
and most radical of the three 
groups fighting Israeli rule in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. The 
others are Fateh, and the Hamas 
Islamic Resistance Movement. 

Hamas and the Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine, 
another PLO faction, issued 
statements on July 25 saying that 
those meeting Mr. Baker did not 
represent the Palestinian people. 
But neither organisation 
threatened the leaders. 

The Palestinians have not yet 
replied to Mr. Baker's call to 
attend the superpower-sponsored 
conference in October. They dis- 
agree with Israel’s condition for 
attending — that Arab Jerusalem 
residents be barred from attend- 
ing. 

The Islamic Jihad leaflet car- 
rying the headline: “No to the 
road of treachery and 1,000 no’s 
to the road of surrender," conde- 
mned Washington's efforts to end 
the 43-year-old Arab- Israeli con- 
flict. 

The leaflet concluded by call- 
ing for an escalation of the use of 
knives and bullets in the intifada. 


Libya says U.S. warning breaks intematiant kw 


NICOSIA (R) — Tripoli said Sunday that a U.S Tr^smy 
Department warning to Americans not to do . business wifhJ2 
companies and 21 named individuals with Libyan .cohnpctioos 
contravened international law. The U.S. Treasqry X>epaitment 
Thursday told Americans they could be fined or 
business with companies or individuals considered “speriafly 
designated nationals." The Libyan news agency JANA quoted, 
the foreign Ministry as saying the Amerian warning Teffected kn. 
unwave ring policy of hostility by the U.S. a dmmis ii atiopfoW diik 
Libya. The United States, accusing Tripoli of supporting r?/qrid. 
terrorism, froze Libya’s assets and imposed a trade, embargo 
against it January. 1986. The companies named in by the treasury 
included three affiliates of a Houston, Texas, oil firm. ^ JANA 
quoted the Foreign Ministry statement as raying “Ajnerican, 
allegations, taken as a basis for discriminative measures, 

Libya, have no true foundation.” “Libya will- not succumb, Kt 
American pressures because it believes that these measaresare 
contrary to the international community's aims to aefcaw: 
economic, educational and social cooperation.” Libyan Ambassa- 
dor to Algeria Abed Umouia Ghodban accused the United Sjafes 
Saturday of insulting North African countries as the. U.S. cferasjofr 
coincided with Secretay of State James Baker’s. visit tnJ&zth 
Africa: ' * *• : ■* 


247 deported by Kuwait arrive in Basra 


| BAGHDAD (R) — A group of 247 Arabs deported by Kuwait 
arrived in Southern Iraq Saturday, the Iraqi News Agency said. It 
said there were 40 Iraqis, 88 Jordanians and 119 stareless Arabs, 
known in Kuwait as bedouns. The agency said Kuwait bad how- 
deported more than 2,000 people since the begunung of July. 
Kuwait has deported hundreds of Iraqis, Palestinians, stateless 
bedouns and other for allegedly aiding the Iraqis during their 
seven-month occupation of the emirate. 


Americans study maps for peace conference venue Two missin 9 airmen found in Baghdad 


RABAT (R) — With Israel’s 
agreement to attend a Middle 
East peace conference, the Un- 
ited States has begun to consider 
in earnest where such an historic 
event might be held. 

Senior U.S. officials are scour- 
ing world maps for a location that 
is diplomatically correct and able 
to accommodate 11 separate de- 
legations and 3,000 journalists. . 

The Soviet Union, the confer- 
ence co-sponsor, does not like 
Washington because it would, 
boost the U.S. role too much. 
Other possible U.S. sites are out 
for the same reason. 

The Israelis do not like Cairo, 
and Paris and London are consi- 
dered too pro-Arab: 

Secretary of State James Baker 
does not favour Geneva because 
earlier peace efforts failed there. 

In fact, the U.S. inclination is 
to skirt all major cities and even 
major countries so that national 
leaders who are not Middle East 
players do not make the confer- 
ence more complex by insisting 
on a role or laying on social 
events. 


A neutral place is being sought. 
Copenhagen has been mentioned 
and so have several places in 
Switzerland. 

Aides to Mr. Baker, who be- 
lieve a 1989 meeting of U.S. and 
Soviet foreign ministers in the 
“wild west” state of Wyoming 
greatly enhanced ties, say putting 
Arabs and Israelis iu a new en- 
vironment could have a similarly 
beneficial effect. 

Beyond venue, details for the 
conference could be a nightmare 
— whose motorcade arrives first? 
Who sits where at the table? 


flew to the London economic 
summit of the world's richest 
nations. He then undertook a 
Middle East peace mission, 
attended tbe Association of 
South-East Asian Nations meet- 
ing in Malaysia, searched for rare 
ibex in the Gobi Desert, joined 
President George Bush at the 
Moscow summit and returned to 
the Middle East. 


Mr. Baker origin ally was to 
drive to the airfield by motorcade 
but switched to helicopter when 
King Hussein offered to pilot the 
craft himself. 


Quiet celebration 


How long was that Baker 
Shuttle? 


Officials and journalists in Mr. 
Baker’s entourage call this the 
“trip from bell." 

If he returns to Washington as 
expected Monday night, Mr. 
Baker will have flown 46,000 
kilometres over 23 days, spent 
more than 60 hours airborne and 
visited 12 countries. 

He started on July 14 when he 


One of Mr. Baker’s body- 
guards says he has been away so 
long he had to ask a colleague: 
“Are the Republicans still in 
power?” 

A Baker aide teased reporters 
that she had sent to Washington 
for absentee ballots — which 
would be needed if the secretary 
remained on the road through 
election day in November 1992. 

Flying the real air Jordan 

His Majesty King Hussein perso- 
nally flew Mr. Baker by helicopter 
from the royal palace in Aman to the 
nearby airport where the Amer- 
ican’s jet waited to fly him to 
Rabat. 


After months of frustration, 
Israel’s decision Thursday to join 
a peace conference seemed like a 
time for Mr. Baker to celebrate. 

But, according to aides, he 
treated himself to little beyond a 
massage at tbe King David Hotel. 

Returning to tbe hotel after 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
made die announcement. Mi. 
Baker was applauded by tourists 
in tbe lobby. He had a long 
telephone conversations with 
President Bush, talked to Israeli 
Foreign Minister David Levy and 
ate a dinner of Middle East «»ian 
and smoked salmon with aides 
Margaret Tutwiler, Denis Ross 
and John Kelly. 

Then, Mr. Baker made it an 
early night. “He was exhausted,” 
one aide said. 


LONDON (R) — Two junior French air force officers who wei 
misting in Kuwait have been found in Baghdad, tbe French radi 
station France Inter reported late Saturday. “A conunnznqc 
issued by tbe French defence ministry in Paris says they wia 
handed over to the representative of the International Gtinnutfr 
of the Red Cross in Baghdad," said the radio, monitored by tfc 
British Broadcasting Corporation in London. The officers woul 
be returned to Kuwait, where they had been advising the KuWai 
air force, on Monday, France Inter said. It gave no fl u t te r dedal 
The French defence ministry named the men Friday as Senk 
Warrant Officer Jean-Claude Laemle and Warrant Offic* 
Jean- Yves Sanchis and said it had asked Baghdad for informatioi 
Tbe men had been missing since Tuesday after driving RTjrival 
car out of Kuwait City. . _ • j/ 


Nigerian foreign minister to visit Isrs 


TEL AVIV (R) The foreign minister of Nigeria was to h 
two-day visit to Israel Sunday to discuss resumption b 
between the two states, Israel's foreign ministry 
General Ike Nwacfaukwu is the highest Nigerian official tc 
Israel since 1973, when his country cut diplomatic relation} 
the Jewish state. A foreign mmistiy statement said Mr. NWa 
wu will discuss restoring ties and the possibility of tech 
economic and scientific cooperation. Mr. Nwacfaukwu win 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, Foreign Minister David Lev 
Agriculture Minister Rafael Eitan. Before the 1973 war 
cooperated closely with more than 20 African natiofrs but 
cut ties after toe war. Other African states which hate re* 
relations wth Israel are Cameroun, the Central African Rep 
Cbngo, Ethiopia, Ivory Coast, Kenya. Liberia, Togo ihdR 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Cairo (RJ) 

C»aWanca. Tunis (RJ) 

Moscow/RJ) 


Yesterday's high te mp er a t u res: Am- 
man 30. Aqaba 40. Humidity readings: 
Amman 51 per cent. Aqaba 23 per 
cent. 


EMERGENCIES 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Khakkwn Kkmb 826919 

Dr. Munzcr Al Onraini 776258 

Dr. Anwar Musa Al Haj 771020 

Dr. Mohammad Al Sawwa 732056 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcidows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nainmkh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salain pharmacy 636730 

Yaooub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcaam pharmacy 637660 


DtBlDr 

Dr. Lutfi Al Shalabi f — j 

AlSharaa' pharmacy 275825 


ZARQ At 

Dr. Ran da Shahin ( — ) 

Khatteh pharmacy .. 985417 


rood Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192. 621 11 1.637777 


. 775121 



Traffic Police 

PshbcSecsriiy Department 

.896390 
.. 630321 
. 605800 

Price CompUmb 

Water and Sewerage 

.661170 

Adman Municipality 

Complaints 

Telephone Information 

78711! 

.... 121 


010230 

Central Amman Telephone 



661101. 


773111 

Radio Jordan,, 

774111 

Water Authority 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 
Electric Poorer 

680100 

815615 


Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53290 

Queen Aha Inti. Airport 08-53200 


Ibn Al Nafces Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 


HOSPITALS 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


Other Carriers (Terminal 2) 

25 Abo Dhabi, Doha (GF) 

Cairo (BAS) 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Ccnuc ... 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 
Akrlch Maternity. J. Amn. 
JabaJ Amman Maternity... 

Malhas.J. Amman 

Palestine, Shmcisani 

Sbmeisani Hospital 

University Hospital 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 

The Islamic. Abdali 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 

Italian, Af-Mahajrecn 

Al-Bashir. J. AsfaraRch .... 

Army. Marks 

Queen Alia Hospital 

Amai Hospital ..... 

ZAJRQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

Zarqa National Hospital .. 

Ibn Sina Hospital 

OtBUh 

Princess Basina Hospital .. 
Greek Catholic Hospital 


. 813813/32 
. 644281/6 
. 642441/2 
....642362 
.... 636140 
. 664171/4 
.... 669131 
.... 845845 
. 667227/9 
666127/37 
. 664164/6 
. 777101/3 
775111/26 
891611/15 
602240/50 
.... 674155 


QUEEN AU A 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


Ttus information a supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at tbe Queen Aha International 
Airport TcL (08)52200-5, where it 
should always be verified. 


departures 

B<qnMordanian (RJ) Flight, 


Uppctflower price j 

Apple 

Apricot* 

Biflios 

Banana (Mnkasnmar)™! 

Cauliflower 7 ..I 

Cora ..._; ; 

?«o»bersfla«5cl lT:.j 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 


(09)983323 

(09)900560. 

(09)986732 


(02)275555 
(02 1272275 


#SJ9 .... New York, Amsterdam (Rl) 

99M Sanaa (RJ) 

Uin Damascus (RJ) 

19:15 Riyadh (RJ) 

lfcM Jeddah (RD 

19-J0 Dhafaran(RJ) 

1M0 LanmcafftJ). 

J6-.4S Dubai, Abo Dhabi \RJ) 

»*J« Beirut (RJ) 

I7s2S Bangkok (RJ) 


SS! Singapore rRjj 

£2 E::- SSSSSE 

i— 

Moscow (Rj) 

Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

nohafejy 

“ as Onbau Muscat (R|) 

Ottw Right, (Terminal 2 ) 

0905 B . 

== saag-. 

** Pam(AF)- 


Carlk 

Grapes 

Gr apc &ak ).. 


Lemon (yeRow) 

Marrow (large) . 

' Marrow (naaBV. 
Ofcra 

OakmWryj..^. 


*&sb9U. 


SSI rUBICt 

Sane _ 


Sweet melon ^ 

Tomatoes 
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Bank liquidation to 
erner after Aug. 2 




AMMAN ’ — The process of !i- 

■ jtin^aj|er Ai^. 30,. when an offer 
-to 'its dstodfSTtoseHle afl that 
-dues with a, 25 per cent “d*s- 
?: wuni** . tsni* oki. ' 

wiB use rit irg»f means 
, available -to us to ensure tfcw all 
.debts are coTfecIedin fiiH” after 
■_d» ej^iy of the 20 dead- 
fine, saidafcettior banking official 
involved in ^liquidation pro- 


“Collaterals and guarantees' 
will beeiqwopri&ied and no effort 
will be spared in collectin g as 
much as we could from the de- 
btors wjih outstanding dues,” 

_ said tbc offidal. wlio preferred 
anonymity. 

“We baye ..been gracious 
enough loextend incentives to 
debtors — which is not a general 
practice . m . liquidation pieces- 
' ses," fee noted. “There will not be 
any extension of the incentive 
after Aug. 20," he reaffirmed. 

“We have had quite a few 
people who have taken advantage 
' of the incentive," fee added. ”We 
have also executed (appro pri- 
■ ated) some of the collaterals and 
. guarantees held by the bank on 

- .its loans." 

The official declined to give 
details or any estimate of the 
actual debts that Petra Bank has 
to collect. But, he said, “as far as 
the liquidation committee is con- 
cerned, all debts of Petra Bank is 
public money, and all issues re- 

- bred to the liquidation process 
7 . wifi be dealt with along the same 

fines .that apply to public funds.” 

Under . the incentive offer 
announced in May this year, alt 
debtors who settle in cash all 



outstanding principal and interest 
. payments to the bank before 
Aug. 20 are given an across-the- 
board write off of 25 per cent of 
Jibs e total amount effective on the 
day of payment Those who offer 
‘ real estate in Keu of cash are 
given a 15 per cent write-off after 
die bank's experts evaluate the 
’ worth of the property offered. 

Banking officials doubt 
whether the collaterals and mate- 
rial guarantees held by Petra 
- Bank will be dose in value to the 
. -actual amount of loans extended 
on them and predict that the 
liquidation committee, supported 
by the Central" Bank of Jordan - 
(CBJ) and other authorities, will 
have to look beyond the real 
estate under mortgage to the 
bank to collect its debts. 

According to an economic ex- 
pert who is dose to the liquida- 
tion process, the authorities “will 
definitely go after those whose 
collaterals are not enough to cov- 
er the outstanding amount. " 

•'The authorities also have the 
option of sending to jail those 
. who do not pay in full or declar- 
ing them bankrupt,” noted (he 
expen. 

“Insufficient collaterals and 
imprudent lendings were only 
one aspect of the chaotic state of 
affairs of the bank when the 
government took over Petra 
Bank in 1988,” said an official 
who served with an interim man- 
agement of the bank after the 
takeover. 

Embezzlement of public 
money, violations of Jordanian 
banking regulations and specula- 
tion with the Jordanian dinar 
were some of the charges levelled 
against the bank's former man- 
agement under Ahmad Chalabi. 

Some of the senior officials and 


others involved in the affair arc 
now under trial by a military 
court. Mr. Chalabi and some of 
his dose confidants have fled the 
country and the Jordanian au- 
thorities have sought help from 
Interpol to secure their extradi- 
tion from abroad. 

Charges that cannot be brought 
to a court of law — in view of the 
absence of related legislation — 
include “gross mismanagement of 
funds,” “deviations from prudent 
banking practices" and “unortho- 
dox policies.” 

The liquidation of Petra Bank, 
once Jordan's second largest 
commercial financial institution, 
was ordered in April last year 
when it became clear that no 
amount of finandai healing could 
.cure it of its ills. 

Most of the former branches of 
Petra Bank have been sold to 
various other banks and financial 
institutions in Jordan. Some of 
the premises were owned by Pet- 
ra Bank while others were 
rented. 

The Central Bank of Jordan, 
which, acting under a mandate 
from the Economic Security 
Committee, pumped in over JD 
250 million to keep Petra Bank 
afloat after the take-over, esti- 
mates the “unrecoverable losses” 
incurred to the bank under the 
Chalabi management at between 
JD 150 million and JD 200 mil- 
lion. 

“Losses could be cut further if 
the authorities pursue a strict 
policy of collecting all outstand- 
ing dues to Petra Bank with a 
fine-tooth comb." said one bank- 
ing expert. “Many Petra Bank 
debtors are well off and they may 
resort to legal loopholes not to 
pay up in full. The authorities 
have to close all gaps and move in 
with determination.” 
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Her Royal Highness Princess Basma Sunday presents certificates to 55 
graduates from a course on tourism in Madaba (Petra photo) 

35 graduate from 
tourism course 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma Sunday 
attended the graduation of 35 
participants in a course of Friends 
of Tourism organised by Madabu 
district tourism promotion com- 
i mittee, in cooperation with the 
social service centres in the dis- 
trict. 

Addressing the graduates. 
Tourism Minister Abdul Karim 
Al Kabariti stressed the import- 
ance of public participation in 
spreading awareness about tour- 
ism in the district. 

Also addressing the ceremony, 
which was held at Siagha 
archaeological site, was Madaba 
Mayor Mohammad Abu Kaf who 


VTC to train 14,000 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Voca- 
tional Training Corporation 
(VTC) has opened the door for 
the registration of men and 
women wishing to get trained in 
various trades, especially those 
needed by the Jordanian society 
and the local labour market. 

A VTC statement said that it 
has plans to offer training to 
14,000 men and women this year. 
Training would be held at centres 
in various parts of the country. 

In June this year, the govern- 
ment said that the VTC was 
starting training programmes for 
the unemployed Jordanians and 
providing on-the-job-training to 
workers in the public and private 
sectors in a bid to meet the needs 
of the Jordanian labour market. 

Various government depart- 
ments and public institutions 
have been requested by the gov- 
ernment to cooperate with the 
VTC in its endeavour. 

Minister of Labour Karim Ai 
D ugh mi said last month that the 
VTC was utilised to help job- 
seekers find jobs. 

Unemployment, the minister 
noted, is a national issue and all 
citizens have the responsibility to 
help out in solving it. 

The VTC announced Saturday 
that students Who bad completed 


the 10th grade could be accepted 
at the VTC centres for two-year 
training courses to become skilled 
workers. 

Apart from the two-year 
courses, the VTC is going ahead 
with short-term training courses 
for job-seekers in the following 
fields: construction, hotel man- 
agement, tailoring and dressmak- 
ing, textiles, sales, leather indus- 
tries, driving trucks, bakeries. 

Workers in bakeries and brick 
factories are badly needed in 
Jordan to take over from the 
non-Jordanian workers, accord- 
ing to VTC officials. 

Minister Dughmi said that the 
Labour Ministry planned to bold 
a series of national conferences 
and seminars to deal with the 
question of labour and workeis in 
Jordan and with creating new 
jobs for university and commun- 
ity college graduates in various 
regions. 

Mr. Dughmi said his Ministry 
would support the creation of 
income-generating and produc- 
tion projects and would finance 
such projects after conducting 
feasibility studies with the help of 
the newly created development 
and employment fund in a bid to 
stem unemployment in the coun- 
try. 


Refinery workers put off strike 


praised the cooperation between 
■voluntary and official sectors. In 
his capacity as head of the joint 
services council, Abu Kaf re- 
viewed the activities of social 
services centres in the district and 
their role in mobilising and in- 
vesting local resources. 

Director of Madaba Toursim 
Promotion Office Ghaleb Masai- 
weh stressed the importance of 
such courses in promoting tour- 
ism and equipping volunteers 
with the information they need to 
reflect on the historic and cultural 
importance of their country. 

At the end of the celebration. 
Princess Basma presented certifi- 
cates to the graduates. 


By Elia Nasrallab 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The general un- 
ion of workers at the Jordan 
Petroleum Refinery Company 
(J2RC) took a decision Sunday 
to suspend a general strike 
they had planned for Aug. 5 
pending the outcome of a gov- 
ernment-appointed panel’s ex- 
amination of the labour dis- 
pute between the JPRC work- 
ers and the management. 

The announcement was 

made known to the Jordan 
Times shortly after the conclu- 
sion of a meeting, chaired by 
the federation’s Secretary 
General Abdul Halim Khad- 
dam, held at the Federation of 
Jordanian Labour Unions 
(FJLU). 

Mr. Khaddatn told the Jor- 
dan Times that the JPRC 
workers' executive board had 
decided to respond favourably 
to the federation's appeal to 
call off the strike and wait for 
the decisions of the Ministry of 
Labour’s appointed panel. The 
pane! will start work Tuesday 
to try to settle the dispute. 

Mr. Khaddam said that the 
federation supported the JPRC 
workers’ just demands for bel- 
ter pay and working condi- 


tions, but cautioned the work- 
ers to put off the strike until 
further notice. 

The government Saturday 
announced the creation of a 
panel, chaired by ’ Dr. Bashir* 
Al Zoubi from the University 
of Jordan, to examine the dis- 
pute and to issue a ruling that 
would help settle the dispute. 

The strike, which would 
have started Monday, was to 
back the union's demands for 
a raise of JD 20 a month, an 
increase from 10 to 15 per cent 
in the rate of monthly savings, 
and an increase in the margin 
of health insurance benefits for 
workers. 

According to union sources, 
negotiations with the manage- 
ment have been going on and 
off for about two months, to no 
avail, before the Aug. 5 dead- 
line was fixed for the beginning 
of the strike. 

According to Mr. Khaddam, 
the appointment of the panel 
to deal with the dispute was in 
accordance with Article 104 of 
the Jordanian Labour Law 
which also bans any strike as 
long as the panel is dealing 
with the crisis. 

JPRC General Manager 
Saad AI Tal was quoted by the 


local press as saying that 
dialogue with the workers 4 
still going on even after § 
creation of the Ministry! 
Labour’s panel Saturday. | 

Mr. Khaddam said thg 
were signs that the JPRC m£ 
agement was softening 3 
stand and that he believed 
union and the manageW" 
would reach a satisfied 
arrangement chat would av 
a strike and satisfy the wo 
ere’ demands. 

Union sources said that 1 
workers had opted for a str 
only to press their demands 
better pay in view of the f 
that they carry out very di 
cult tasks under difficult « 
cu instances. 

In the union's view, 1 . 
workers were paid low wa£ 
at a time when senior compsS 
officials, receive high salarifl 
The union considers that l( 
wages are not enough to ccjj 
with' the soaring cost of livil 
in Jordan. 1 


According to Mr. Khaddar-* 
the union, the federation a. 
the Ministry of Labour will ,er ' 
represented in the panel met 
ings which would review 
dispute and try to reach 
acceptable arrangement. 5 P® 


‘Health for all 9 linked with 
protection of environment 


AMMAN (J.T) — A target ser by 
the World Health Organisation 
(WHO) to ensure health for all 
by the end of the present century 
can by no means be fulfilled 
unless people take the essential 
measures to protect their en- 
vironment and prevent waste 
from causing pollution, said 
Health Minister Mamdouh Al 
Abbadi Sunday. 

Protecting the environment 
from pollution requires recruiting 
and training technicians and skil- 
led personnel in all sectors and 
calls for dose cooperation on the 
part of the munidpal and rural 
coundls which should be backed 
with suffident funds and exper- 
tise for this task, the minister said 
at the opening of a United 
Nations-sponsored meeting 
which opened in Amman. 

Among the various working 
papers to be reviewed by partici- 
pants from 12 countries is a 
Jordanian paper outlining the 
Kingdom’s handling of solid 
waste. 

The five-day meeting, to dis- 
cuss solid waste management, is 
attended by Arab states in the 
Eastern Mediterranean region 
Together with delegates from 
Pakistan. Iran and Cyprus* 
according to WHO’s regional 
Centre for Environmental Health 
Activities (CEHA) office in Am- 
man. 

“Jordan has mustered suffi- 
dent expertise to deal with the 


question of managing solid waste, 
but it lacks suffident funds to 
cany out the task.” the minister 
told the opening session. 

Stressing the importance of 
combating dangers resulting from 
the presence of solid waste within 
the environment, the minister 
said that any type of pollution to 
the environment was becoming 
more and more a source of threat 
to sodeties as “an unhealthy 
atmosphere is damaging to health 
and detrimental to man’s future.” 

Governments and international 
and regional organisations bear a 
serious responsibility towards 
finding effective measures to con- 
trol the contamination of the 
environment, said the minister. 

Neglecting sound measures of 
disposing of solid waste within 
the Eastern Mediterranean re- 
gion constitutes a grave danger to 
human health and this neglect is 
largely due to the rising cost of 


treating such waste, accordiidi- 
Dr. Hussein Jazairi, WHO' as 
gional director. Jn- 

In a message read on hi: 
half. Dr. Jazairi said that tian 
ment of waste is exhausting ek- 
40 per cent of municipal* 
budgets in the region. be 
He said munidpalities iq la[ 
region spend up to 80 per cp m 
their budgets on collecting j n 
storing solid materials. ers 

Dr. Jazairi said that the syi 
slum would focus attention o— 
management of solid waste 
on orienting the public on pi 
and effective means of over- 
ing problems related to the 1^ 
ment of waste in order to ^ 
harm to public health. a k. 

He reviewed WHO’s acrtf n> ’ 
and programmes designed to*®* 
countries of the region overr 
problems pertaining to env lhe 
mental pollution. 
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Household items including electrics 
goods and furniture & fixtures for saleng 

Contact tel: 822651 Amman am 



SSC to settle work injuries claims 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Sodal 
Security Corporation (SSC) San- 
day uudit would settle afl dafans 
fcr w«rifc injuries amounting to 
-ten thre'JGD 560 through its braa- 
- d«S b Ammon, Sahab, Zarqa, 
• IrMd rod Aqaba, without 

JPe fa r fag them to the SSC head- 


. The . SSC also said ft would 
settle - work -injuries china 
stnouutteg to more than JD 560, 
-feiittte than JD.2J006, Bran the 
^fkwe broaches after clearing 
-fiueotat tfee date setttament com- 

• w atte . 


SSC sources said that fa^ory 
entitlements are usually made up 

Of Of I w i ll iwM lt. 

A worker or emptaryw gets 75 
per cent of the daffy wage when he 
is under treatment at borne, a ml 
65 per c—** of his wages for the 
days he spends In hos pital . 

The e uti i te meuts also indude 
the costs a worker incurs as a 
result at rioting doctors, hospit- 
als, 1 ‘Hnira, H n - turfi ng trans- 

port tees. 

The SSC covers costs of treat 
meat to fall and pays foil wages 
daring the treatment period. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 
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EXHIBITION 

tf printing a»d ceramfcs ty 

i VmALU and Maka Ahdhl Karim ttAfia Art Gallery insurance 
V huiSdtog, 1st CHe. 



Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Potash Production Expansion 

Project No. 30-4857 (APC-25/90) 
Advertisement for major equipment supply 

The Arab Potash Company Limited (A P.C.) of Amman. Jordan plans to expand 
production capacity by 400.000 tonnes per year. The facilities will be located on a site 
adjoining the existing refinery near Safi, on ihe southern end of the Dead Sea. about 
200km north of .the port of Aqaba. 

A P C. has applied for financing to the World Bank The proceeds of the loan will be 
applied to payments for the supply of the required equipment in accordance with the 
guidelines of the World Bank. 

Purchases will be made from the member countries of the World Bank and 
Switzerland. 

The Arab Potash Company invites suppliers, interested m tendering for any of the 
following equipment, to apply for tender documents to A. P.C. or Jacobs at the address 
shown below The cost for each tender package shall be U S. $40 — non refundable 

1. Product screens 5. Drag conveyor 

2. Carnal I tte bin discharger 6. Screw conveyors 

3. Product elevator 7. Product crusher 

4. Belt conveyors 


1. Mr. Issa Gammoh, 2. K 

Projects Manager, J 

The Arab Potash Co. Ltd., R 

P.O. Box 1470 R 

Amman — Jordan C 

Fax No.: 962-3-377125/Site. F 

Fax No.: 962-6-67441 6/Amman H.O. T 
Telex No. 21683 Potash Jo. 1 

Tel No.: 666165/6 - Amman 

665116 or 03-377121 - Site 


2. Mr. M. Hodgins, 

Jacobs International Inc., 
Merrion House, 

Merrion Road, 

Dublin 4, — Ireland 

Fax No. : 353-1-2695497 
Telex No.: 30295 JCBS-EI 
Tel. No.: 353-1-2695666 


Tender documents will be available to suppliers on and from August 5, 1991 
The closing date for submitting of tenders will be 12:00 noon September 21 
1991. 

A.Y. Ensour, 

Managing Director, 

The Arab Potash Co.i Ltd., 



Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Potash Production Expansion 

Project No. 30-4857 (APC-25/90) 
Advertisement for major equipment supply 
(EXTENSION OF CLOSING DATE FQR TENDERING) 

The Arab Poiash Company Limited (AP.C) ot Amman. Jordan plans to expand 
production capacity by 400,000 tonnes per year The facilities will be located on a site 
adioinmg the existing refinery near Safi, on me southern end of the Dead Sea. about 
200km north of the port of Aqaba 

A P C has applied for financing to the World Bank The proceeds of the loan will be 
applied to payments for the supply of the required equipment in accordance with the 
guidelines of the World Bank 

Purchases will be made from the member countries of the Woild Bank and 
Switzerland 

The Arab Potash Company. invites suppliers, interested in tendering for any of the 
following equipment. 10 apply tor tender documents to A.P.C or Jacobs at the address 
shown below. The cost for each tender package shall be U.S $40 non refundable 


1. Slurry Pumps 

2. Liquor Pumps ^ 

1. Mr. Issa Gammoh, 
Projects Manager, 

The Arab Potash Co. Ltd., 
P.O. Box 1470 

Amman — Jordan 


3. Sump Pumps 

4. Gear Pumps 


2. Mr. M. Hodgins, 

Jacobs International Inc. 
Merrion House, 

Merrion Road, 

Dublin 4, — Ireland 


Fax No.: 962-3-377125/Site. F 

Fax No.: 962-6-67441 6/ Amman H.O. 1 
Telex No. 21683 Potash Jo. 1 

Tel No.: 666165/6 - Amman 

665116 or 03-377121 - Site 


Fax No. : 353-1-2695497 
Telex No.: 30295 JCBS-EI 
Tel. No.: 353-1-2695666 


Tender documents will be available to suppliers on an<J from July 10, 1991 . The closing 
date for submitting of tenders will be 12:00 noon August 31, 1991. 

NOTE: Ctosing date for submission of tenders has been extended from August 14, 1991 to 
August 33, 1991. 

A.Y. Ensour, 

Rftanaging Director, 

The Arab Potash Co.. Ltd., 
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Can't rest on laurels 


BETWEEN YITZHAK Shamir's initial rejection of the 
proposal for a Middle East peace conference and his 
conditional “yes’* to attending the parley lies a world of 
diplomacy, political intrigue and fateful ideas. While 
historians will have a lot to explore about the dynamics of 
this world and how they interacted to produce the phase we 
are in now, enough can be said already about bow Shamir 
might have changed his thinking . 

His initial rejection of the conference's idea was a ploy to 
get the Arabs to agree to iL That is one major possibility. 

Naturally, there are more possibilities. 

Shamir could not say no to the joint call by the U.S. and 
Soviet presidents for a conference in October. The first 
would have reacted by withholding $10 billion in loan grants 
to Israel (due to come up for consideration in September), 
mainly to settle new Soviet immigrants, and the latter could 
have stopped all or at least most of those immig rants from 
craning. 

By saying yes, Shamir might have calculated, the Arab 
World would sit down with the Israelis, thus finally 
legitimising their existence. He of coarse did not have to give 
up any inch of the occupied territories during negotiations, 
and be could torpedo the conference anytime after the 
“moral recognition" of Israel had been effectively extended. 

Shamir knew President George Bush and his Secretary of 
State James Baker did not like him. The president was going 
to be reelected with or without Jewish support and money. 
The Israeli government therefore had better not further 
antagonise the president and his administration by rejecting 
their proposal. 

The Middle East, in the post-cold war era and the 
aftermath of the Gulf war, had become different. Israel was 
no longer the indispensable American ally cherished as the 
bastion of democracy and the castle against Communist- 
backed neighbours. The Israelis, an this new context, had to 
face the prospect of standing alone without the indefinite 
American backing which it had been used to in dominating 
its Arab neighbours militarily. 

In the event that Shamir wanted peace based on a 
settlement, and not a solution to the Palestinian problem 
and the wider Arab-Israeli conflict, he could boast that in 
the end the Americans came to him proverbially carrying 
Hafez A 1 Assad's bead on a silver platter and totally 
excluding his arch enemies Yasser Arafat and the PLO from 
the whole process of "peace" making. Whether the effort 
succeeded was besides the point for the prime minister. 
What he had done unto the Syrians and the Palestinians 
would have been enough cause for jubilation for him and his 
fellow Likudniks. 

These are some of the posable reasons exp laining 
Shamir’s volte-face on the issue of the peace conference that 
we have to ponder and think about as we move nearer to 
October. To assume that Shamir & Co. have given op their 
ambition of realising the totality of the Zionist dream and 
their vow to achieve “Erctz Israel'’ just because they said 
yes to the conference means that our calculations will always 
be lacking in form and substance. Our hope is that the 
Israelis do want peace based on mutual rights and justice. 
But we cannot possibly hope and rest on our laurels. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’I Arabic daily Sunday discussed coordination among Arab 
states with regard to the coming peace conference and said that 
Palestine President Yasser Arafat's message to King Hussein 
Saturday was part of the ongoing Jordanian drive to achieve that 
coordination. The paper said that Palestinian- Jordanian coordina- 
tion should only serve as part of an overall Arab coordination 
which, the paper said, is of paramount importance at this 
significant juncture in Arab history in preparation for the coming 
stage which would involve negotiations over the future of 
Palestine and the whole region. The paper warned Arab parties to 
the Middle East conflict against further delaying the badly needed 
coordination and against Israel's attempts to deal with the Middle 
East problem piece-meal, a more that could help the Zionists 
achieve their goals. There is need to warn every Arab state 
against accepting anything less than the implementation of U.N. 
Security Council resolutions 242 and 338 and the exchange of land 
fOT peace in the course of the coming negotiations between the 
Arabs and Israel, the paper said. Assessing the fast moving events 
and analysing the situation should be made as promptly as 
possible by the Arab stare involved m the conflict, the paper 
stressed. It said unless such coordination takes place immediately, 
it could be too late to confront the coming stage and tb, Arabs 
could be facing more difficulties in the times ahead. e 

Tackling the same topic, Al Dnstonr daily said that Jordan is 
currently exercising all its faculties and exerting all its efforts for 
the sake of bringing about a joint Arab stand that would foil 
Israel's attempts to deal with the Middle East problem in a 
manner that suits its desires. The paper said that for the sake of 
achieving this purpose the Kingdom has offered an umbrella for 
the Jordanian-Palestinian delegation to the coming peace talks, 
and is ready to join hands with the other Arab states to reach a 
just and honourable solution. Amman has offered the umbrella 
bid when it looked as if the Palestinain representation was 
standing in the way of the peace conference that had been sought 
by all Arab parties to the conflict, the paper noted. Jordan, the 
paper said, realises the serious and delicate situation at this stage 
and is determined to foil Israel's attempts of further delaying the 
peace conference which would ensure the return of the Palesti- 
nian people's rights and an end of occupation, die paper added. 
The paper said it is hoped the United States which is now 
sponsoring the peace process would not allow Israel's obstinacy to 
stand in the way of achieving a lasting peace in the region. 


The persecution of Israel’s Druze 


matter of princip 


By Israel Shahak 

THE most important feature 
of the apartheid system of 
Israel is that it is applied dif- 
ferently to different oon-Jew- 
ish communities, which are in 
turn officially defined by the 
state. It is described by Ran 
Kislev in Ha'aretz as follows: 
"Among the persons and in- 
stitutions dealing with Israeli 
Arabs there exists an explicit 
scale laid down by the author- 
ities according to which diffe- 
rent groups in this sector are 
treated. The Druze are at the 
top, being more equal than 
others. The Bedouin come 
next, albeit much further down 
the scale, and are foilwed by 
the Christian Arabs. The other 
Muslim Arabs are at the very 
bottom." 

Attention in Israel is cur- 
rently focused on the Druze, 
the highest group in the official 
“pecking order”. The reason 
for the present focus is quite 
symptomatic, having to do 
with “security”. Much as the 
religious segment of Jewish 
public opinion may take the 
existence of discrimination for 
granted, the secular segment 
seeks to justify it on the 
grounds that, since the major- 
ity of the Israeli Arabs do not 
serve in the army, they should 
not have the same rights which 
Jews have. But besides, the 
Arabs are officially considered 
disloyal, which explains their 
enforced exemption from army 
service in the first place. This 
means that the state of Israel 
from its inception has deter- 
mined, with the help of its 
“experts", the communal 


loyalty of each non-Jewish 
population. By such criteria, 
populations have been granted 
rights, sometimes more gener- 
ous, sometimes less, buut nev- 
er the full rights which accrue 
only to the Jews. 

“Alliance forged in blood’’ 

Of course, both these ex- 
planations for discrimination 
are patently false. In the first 
place, a population cannot be 
collectively responsible for 
anything; traditionally it was 
the anti-semites who attributed 
collective responsibility to the 
Jews. And in the second place, 
some Jews also do not serve in 
the army on the grounds of 
health, religion or because 
they immigrated to Israel when 
too old to serve; they still get 
all their civil rights. Moreover, 
the Druze do serve in the 
army, and large numbers of 
them are recruited into the 
police and the prison service. 
And yet they are discriminated 
against. In the army, only re- 
cently were they allowed to 
advance to the rank of colonel, 
but, by an administrative rul- 
ing. no higher than that. And 
they also face discrimination in 
all the branches of the "secur- 
ity system” in which they 
serve. As pointed out by Mr. 
Kislev. >k the Druze have legiti- 
mate claims against the author- 
ities. Once a year, just prior to 
independence day., govern- 
ment officials visit them and 
speak about the ‘alliance 
forged in blood’ between the 
Jews and the Druze and about 
their ’common fate*." 

A government resolution 
was passed some years ago "to 


put Druze villages on an equal 
footing with Jewish develop- 
ment towns”, but it appears that 
this resolutions (tike the major- 
ity of resolution concerning the 
Arab sector) exists on paper 
only. According to a govern- 
ment bill, the process of bring- 
ing conditions in Druze villages 
up to the level of Jewish towns 
should have taken five years. 
Now that four of the allotted 
five years have elapsed, what 
has become all too obvious is 
not the municipal equality that 
ought to exist between Druze 
villages and neighbouring Jew- 
ish towns, but the similarity 
between conditions in Druze 
villages and those in other 
Arab communities: the same 
dearth of development funds, 
the same dilapidated infras- 
tructure, the same sewage run- 
ning down the streets. When 
the Druze demonstrated in 
front of the prime minister's 
office, they got treated, iu Mr. 
Kislev's words "more or less 
the same as other Arab protes- 
ters: with tear gas". 

Yet, since the Druze com- 
munity is tiny, money which 
they ask for amounts, in Mr. 
Kislev's words, "to no more 
than pocket money in relation 
to the overall budget”. Since it 
is still not granted. Mr. Kislev 
expresses his suspicions gently, 
by deeming it "inconceivable 
that someone in the govern- 
ment is deliberately making 
life difficult for the Druze, 
bringing the entire community, 
renowned for its loyalty to 
Israel, to the point of rebel- 
lion”. 

Protests in the Druze com- 
munity have traditionally been 


led by retired officers who had 
served in the army for up to 30 
years, often as deputy district 
governors (they cannot be- 
come governors) in the terri- 
tories, to find on their retire- 
ment that in addition to being 
denied the right to farm state- 
owned land in the vicinity of 
their villages, they may also 
still be regarded as "security 
risks”. Protests have been 
going on for several years with- 
out any tangible effect. Since 
about 1985. the Hebrew press 
has described some really 
bizarre cases, like the Druze 
denied the right to work in 
munitions factories after 
guarding the same factories 
during their reserve duty, or of 
other Druze fired from their 
long-held jobs, ostensibly for 
"security reasons”, but really 
in order to make way for im- 
migrants from the USSR. 

In truth, the case of the 
Druze (and of other even smal- 
ler minorities, such as the Cir- 
cassians, who are in the same 
position) shows that discri- 
mination against all non-Jews 
is in the Jewish state a matter 
of principle; it has nothing to 
do with “security”. For if the 
Druze are granted real equal- 
ity, the whole character of 
Israel as a "Jewish state” is 
bound to be affected. To main- 
tain its official “Jewishness”, 
the Druze must be denied 
equal rights. 

The question of identity 

This is most dearly illus- 
trated by the case of those 
Druze who refuse to accept the 
official Israeli definition of 
themselves and claim to be 
Muslim Arabs, which they are. 


For example. Communist MK 
Nafah, a Druze, has been im- 
prisoned twice for refusing to 
serve in the army. Mr. Nafah 
claims that since the Druze are 
Arabs and because the Israeli 
army does not force Arabs to 
do military service, he also 
demands to be exempted from 
service. Yaron London, writ- 
ing in Yediot Aharonot in 
April, explicitly compares 
Nafah ’s legal situation to the 
situation of Israelis who Jewish 
identity is also defined in law: 
"In reality, not only is Nafah 
right, but his complaint hits the 
soft underbelly of Israeli 
identity. The Israeli concep- 
tion prevents somebody who is 
not a Jew from being a full 
citizen of his state and prevents 
Israeli dtizens from deciding 
themselves their religious affi- 
liation. A person of Jewish 
nationality is, in our opinion, 
an individual who is a Jew by 
religious definition. He will re- 
main one even if he has no 
connection whatsoever with re- 
ligion, even if he crucifies 
himself, fasts on Ramadan or 
worships a God of Fire. Be- 
cause only the Jews in Israel 
are real citizens, it is necessary 
to sort out all inhabitants by 
religious standards. This is the 
only way for us to know who is 
entitled and who is not entitled 
to enjoy the rights of the ruling 
Jewish majority. For their own 
political reasons, the Jews of 
Israel wanted to grant the 
Druze some of the rights they 
took for themselves. Conse- 
quently, it was necessary to 
determine who is a Druze. 
How did we determine it? We 
imposed on the Druze our con- 


ception regarding rheessence 
of the connection between reli- 
gion and nationality -and- we 
have forbidden a person- vyho 
was bom Druze to decide him* 
self what the signlfkamce of his 
being Druze is. By fe, refusal 
to serve in. the anny/j Nafah. 
tells us that he is not prepared 
to subject his "identity ' to ihe 
-definition imposed on- it by the 
authorities. He- dertiaiQds the 
right of every ‘ Individual to 
determine his own- -cultural 
identity.” 

This right, which- the -Jews 
demand for themselves, every 
where except Israel, is denied 
in Israel to everybody.; Jews 
deny it to themselves because 
they deny it to ot hers . 

As many wish" people have 
observed, one cannot deny 
freedom to others without also . 
denying it to oneself. "Yaron 
London correctly observes that ' 
the most important Israeli 
need is the need. tQ.e srqhijs b a- 
state that is not ari “armed 
Jewish ghetto”". One may^fc^ 
ly agree with hi m , adding, that 
so long as "an armed. Jewish 
ghetto” exists, peaces im-. 
possible. One may obtain a 
ceasefire, which is .definitely 
better than war, but reajpeace ; 
will only come when the nature * 
of the state of Israel: is trans- 
formed, when the Jews accept, 
that what they demand' for. 
themselves should also be i 
given to non-Jews. Among the , 
diplomatic gloom, one of the 
few sighs -of hope is -that some 
of the more thoughtful Israeli 
Jews have begun to understand 
this crucial principle and- .'to 
discuss it — Middle East Inter- 
national London. .. . - . 


Palestinian mayor optimistic over peace conference 


By Berta Gomez 

WASHINGTON — The 
Palestinian mayor of Beth- 
lehem reiterated his conviction 
August 2 that Palestinians 
would agree to the terms set 
forth by Secretary of State James 
Baker for a U.S.-and Soviet 
sponsored Middle East peace 
conference this October. 

Addressing reporters at the 
National Press Club, Mayor 
Elias Freij strongly suggested 
that the issue of who would 
represent the Palestinians at 
the conference has been re- 
solved. "1 really cannot elabo- 
rate on that, but I think it has 
already been settled,” he said. 

Mr. Freij confirmed that he 
supports the idea of sending a 
joint Jordanian-Palestinian de- 
legation to the peace talks, 
"because '■ our problems are 
one, are common, and cannot 
be separated.” 

The mayor also expressed 
deep appreciation for the 
peacemaking efforts of Secret- 
ary of State Baker, who was 


carrying out his sixth visit to 
the region. Mr. Baker "has 
built real confidence amongst 
the Palestinian Arabs who 
meet with him and talk to 
him,” Mr. Freij said. 

Although he acknowledged 
that numerous details must be 
resolved before the conference 
can actually take place, Mr. 
Freij said the fact that all par- 
ties to the Arab- Israeli conflict 
have "accepted the principle of 
meeting together to start the 
peace dialogue,” is significant. 

"Once the parties are put 
into a room to begin a dia- 
logue, a new momentum will 
be created, a new strength will 
be created, a new atmosphere 
will be created. As long as we 
keep apart and aloof, not talk- 
ing to each other, we will 
achieve nothing," Mr. Freij de- 
clared. 

He strongly criticised Israel's 
declared refusal to negotiate 
with any delegation that in- 
cludes Palestinians from East 
Jerusalem. "The Israelis say 


they want negotiations without 
preconditions — so why do 
they set up conditions,” Mr. 
Freij asked. “It is up to the 
Palestinian people and the 
Palestinian leadership to 
choose our own representa- 
tives in the negotiations with 
Israel. This is our right to do 
so.” 

Mayor Freij also in- 
sisted that the fate of East 
Jerusalem must be open to 
negotiation. “I must point 
out,” he said, “that East Jeru- 
salem is considered by us, the 
Palestinians, as part and parcel 
of the occupied West Bank.” 

East Jerusalem was annexed 
by the Israelis after the 1967 
war, the government of Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir has re- 
peatedly declared that its status is 
non-negotiable. 

Mr. Freij did not say how he 
hoped the future of Jerusalem 
would be decided, but he re- 
jected the possibility of inter- 
national status, which he de- 
scribed as "dead,” and also 


discarded a possible re-division 
of the city. “I believe the status 
of all of Jerusalem has to be 
negotiated.” he said. 

Asked by reporters if he 
envisioned Jerusalem as the 
capital of a future Palestinian 
state, Mr. Freij responded that 
“it has to be our centre of 
administration, or capital ...” 
But he added that "we should 
not prejudge and make state- 
ments to block the peace pro- 
cess. I want the future of Jeru- 
salem ... Bethlehem, and 
Nazareth, end every other 
town to be negotiated." 

. He made clear that any real 
peace with Israel must involve 
the return of occupid territory. 
"If we are not going to get 
back our land, there will be no 
peace," be declared. 

He was particularly critical 
of the growing number of 
Israeli settlements on the occu- 
pied West Bank, saying, "I 
consider all Jewish settlements 
in the occupied territories 
illegal.” 


Referring to the 510.000 mil- 
lion in loan guarantees that 
Israel will request from the 
United States to help assimi- 
late Soviet Jewish immigrants, 
Mr. Freij suggested that 
Washington prohibit the use of 
that money for new settle- 
ments on occupied land. “But 
to give them the grant ... then 
what incentive is left for Israel 
to withdraw or give up the 
occupied territories,”- he 
asked. 

Mr. Freij said his virion of a 
real Arab-Israeli peace would 
involve die creation, of a sys- 
tem in which , "the Jordanians 
and the Palestinians and the 
Israelis can very closely work 
together economically, politi- 
cally, in scientific (areas), in 
health, in every sphere of life.” 

He rejected claims of 
"security problems” on the 
part of states such as Israel and 
Syria by suggesting that "all 
security problems ... can be 
eradicated” through the estab- 
lishment of a comprehensive 




Elias Frey 

Middle East common market. 

“When it becomes possible 
for an Israeli to travel to' any- 
where in the Arab World; or 
any Arab to come to Israel, to 
come and travel with respect, 
with freedom; and for the 
Israelis to go to Arab countries 
and be respected and to be free 
and to be welcome, I think all 
the hatted will be eradicated, 
all fear will disappear and the 
question of security really will 
be just something of the past,” 
he said — U.S. Information 
Agency. 


Against the tide in Saudi Arabia 


By Robert Roby 

DHAHRAN — She can be 
called Mageeda. All she 
wanted was to go to the amuse- 
ment park in nearby Dammam 
with her husband and their 
children, just as the family 
used to do. 

Now the trip poses prob- 
lems. On some days. King 
Fahd Park admits children and 
their fathers; on other days, 
only children and their 
mothers. But never mothers- 
and fathers at the same time — 
for fear that a man riding the 
roller coaster or the Ferris 
wheel might get a long look at 
a woman other than his wife. 

The family gave up going to 
the park. 

“Everything is going back- 
wards," said Mageeda, a Saudi 
woman whose husband is an 
executive at Saudi Aramco, 
the national oil company. 
“This time the religious have 
gone totally berserk. After the 
ceasefire, they became wild." 

Maybe not wild, but de- 
finitely more assertive. For 
many of Saudi Arabia's liber- 
als, the ceasefire with Iraq and 
the gradual withdrawal of U.S. 
troops have brought an unwel- 
come return to the almost nor- 
mal — including the familiar 
tensions between liberals and 
ultraconservative Islamic reli- 
gious authorities. 

King Fahd and his govern- 
ment. composed almost entire- 
ly of members of the extended 
royal family, are often caught 
in the middle, nervous about 
offending either side. 

The government's greatest 
fear is of being accused by one 
ride of being insufficiently Isla- 
mic or by the other of being 
too slow to accept change. In a 
country where consensus is 
sought at almost any price, 
criticism from either side is 
perceived as a dangerous chal- 
lenge to the legitimacy of the 


regime. 

Iraq's invasion of Kuwait, 
military threats to the king- 
dom, the arrival of U.S. forces 
and the war itself focused ex- 
traordinary attention on the 
kingdom and generated a few 
liberties. But now that atten- 
tion has been withdrawn, 
Saudi Arabia is returning to its 
old habits. 

Contact with things Amer- 
ican once again is limited large- 
ly to driving American-made 
cars and eating fast food. Tele- 
vision and newspaper avoid 
even a passing reference to the 
20,000 U.S. troops remaining 
in the kingdom. Except in a 
line at a Pizza Hut or a Har- 
dee's, Saudis have almost no 
way of knowing the Americans 
are even here. 

After a polite pause for U.S. 
troop withdrawals to begin, the 
kingdom resumed carrying out 
public executions in accord- 
ance with Islamic law. About 
20 people were beheaded over 
a span of two weeks in the 
spring — the backlog of cases 
deferred from when Amer- 
icans were obsessive Saudi- 
watchers. 

The change in state of mind 
includes a new restlessness. 
People have been emboldened 
to admit their impatience for 
change, an impatience that al- 
ways lay just beneath the sur- 
face. 

“We have some com- 
plaints.'' said Abdullah Kab- 
baa, a professor of political 
science, “but we’re not seeking 
a revolution. People are look- 
ing for the government to act.” 

Often, the debate over the 
pace and nature of reform is 
acted out in public. The rules 
of behaviour for women are 
usually the subject, and the 
debate has been heating up. 

In Dhahran. women com- 
plain that the mutawin, the 
much-feared religious police, 
are extending their vigilance to 


women in cars. Cars have been 
stopped and female passengers 
admonished for failing to keep 
their faces covered while ser- 
vants are at the wheel. 

Mageeda, for example, has 
abandoned wearing her usual 
ankielengtb skirts and a scarf 
around her neck for shopping 
trips. For the first time as an 
adult, she has given in to wear- 
ing a veil and abaya, a tradi- 
tional black cloak. As her in- 
visible sign of rebellion, she 
wears shorts underneath. 


“In Al Khobar, a shopping 
district outside Dhahran, 
Saudis talk of an encounter 
that began when a mutawa 
saw a woman smoking in a 
parking loL As is standard 
practice, he rapped her leg 
with a stick. Then the on- 
thinkable happened. The 
woman slapped the mutawa.” 


In Al Khobar, a shopping 
district outside Dhahran, 
Saudis talk of an encounter 
that began when a mutawa saw 
a woman smoking in a parking 
lot. As is standard practice, he 
rapped her leg with stick. Then 
the unthinkable happened. 
The woman slapped the muta- 
wa 

What is. unclear is whether 
the incident actually occurred, 
or whether the Saudis describ- 
ing it are narrating a fantasy 
they wish were true. A woman 
striking back at what threatens 
her would be, for some, a 
dream come true. 

The argument over how a 
woman should behave is poli- 
tics. In a kingdom without poli- 
tical parties or elections, there - 
haye been few outlets for peo- 
ple to test their beliefs. 

But that is being changed by 
a proliferation of audio casset- 
tes and, more recently, fax 


machines. 

The ultrareligious were 
among the first to appreciate 
the possibilities. 

When U.S. forces began 
arriving, cassettes exhorted 
Saudis to limit their contact 
with non-Muslims. Within a 
few months, shops began a 
semi-clandestine trade in tapes 
condemning the government 
for allegedly un-Islamic prac- 
tices. In a few instances, tapes 
called for the government’s 
overthrow. 

Thanks to faxes, Saudis for 
the first time could obtain 
magazine and newspaper arti- 
cles from abroad, without the 
scrutiny of authorities who 
dutifully censor anything consi- 
dered remotely critical of the 
regime or of Islam. 

By the end of the war, fax 
machines were turning out a 
blizzard of petitions with lists 
of demands addressed to the 
government. 

Most of the petitions have 
come from the religious. Their 
demands are generally that the 
government subject itself to a 
stricter interpretation of the 
laws of Islam, such as the 
prohibition against usury. A 
petition signed by the chief 
Muslim cleric denounces the 
practice of Saudi banks charg- 
ing interest on loans as “an 
assault against Allah." 

Liberals present their own 
agenda. In letters and other 
forums, they ask the king 
somehow to rein in the muta- 
win. That demand embodies 
the desire to loosen restrictions 
on women and lessen the 
pressure for conformity. 

Ominously for the govern- 
ment, some demands come 
from both sides. Both the reli- 
gious and the liberals ask for a 
brake on official corruption, a 
subject that used to be virtually 

off-limits for discussion — 
Baltimore Sun. 
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still regards East Jerusalem as 
parr Of the occupied territories.” 

“They are saying: ‘As Amer- 
icans. this is our position and it is 
different from that of tael’/’ the 
source said. 

On bilateral relation* with the 
U.S., die sources confirmed that 
the . discussions between the 
Jordanian leadership and U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
rhb week also covered "the 
. blockade Of Aqaba by the allied 


naval task force." 

“Wc talked of easing the block- 
ade/ 1 said a source. 

The blockade involves sear- 
ching ships heading for Aqaba as 
pan of the monitoring of the 
U.N. -imposed economic sanc- 
tions against Iraq. 

Jordan and the U.S.. according 
to officials, also discussed rein- 
stating U.S. assistance and prog- 
rammes for Jordan frozen during 
(he Gulf crisis. 




mr. 
pur. 
1. Si- 
tes ■ 
to.' 

RSf 

w: 

CUOB- 

otee 

iW- 

jicfc 

•aal: 

Gift 1 

Oft* 


t 

olIs-S? 

-oB^ 

taps 

riti * 
in^ 
*a» - 
W 


Sp- 
ill f 
of*' 
Cuff 4 

. 

6 }&' 

■ to'- 

3 # 

d 

ofl 


Israeli cabinet backs Shamir’s acceptance 


(CDHttoedd from page l) 




daily Mum reported .10 
pants Already bays been agreed on 
ty American sad Israeli officials, 
i n clu ding U.S. support for braei’t 
pOHtion oa Palestinian representa- 
tion. 

• Maariv said “die United 5wi« hat 
agreed to reaffirm, a statement by 
President Gerald Ford that supports 
Israeli “-security”' needs in the Golan 
Heights bar does nor specifically say 
bad should- be allowed to keep the 
territory. 

The document also says Israel 
would not h&ve to withdraw from its 
idf -declared “security zone” in Sooth 
Lebanon uatess Syria and Palestine 
Lfljcrar«wt)rganisaiiofl (WW) with- 
draw (heir armed forces from Leba- 
non, Maariv said. 

Mr. CHmcrt told reporters that if 
. the issue of land for peace was raised 
*T have no doubt what the govern- 
ment stand will.be," since the govern- 
ment opposes ceding any occupied 
land. But be said this was not a reason 
to .reject a peace conference. . 

The daffy Hnaretz quoted Palesti- 
nian sources as saying Mr. Baker 
promised the three Palestinians he 
met Friday a written U.S. obligation 
that U.N- Resolutions 242 and 338 
would be fulfilled. 

Maariv repotted , meanwhile, that 
Egyptian President Kosni Mubarak 
has proposed a compromise where 
brad and the Palestinians would 
agree to discuss only one Jerusalem 
Issuer Mwfim hofy 'sites in the diy. 


Leaden of the 11,000 Israeli sti- 
ller* living on the occupied Golan 
Heights gave ministers a letter de- 
manding the Heights nor oe a subject 
oToegomtioft. 

• “Wc want peace but not at any 
price. To give back the Golan is the 
whole price." said Meir Marine, de- 
puty mayor of the city of Katzrin on 
the Heights. 

Mr. CHmcrt told reporters that resi- 
dents of the Golan had a “ legitimate 
concern" but he asked them io irusl 
ihc. government. 

"I think there is no reason to doubt 
fihe government)." Mr. Olmerr said. 

Opinion polls show Israelis on both 
the left and right Are unprepared io 
give up the Strategic Heights despite 
Syria's willingness to enter talks on 
ending the 43-year-old state of war 
with Israel. 

Mr. Baker won Syria's agreement 
to die peace talks in pan by assuring 
Damascus the United States did rtoi 
recognise Israel’s 1%1 "onoetdiion'' 
of the Golan and that the context for 
the talks would foe U S. resolutions 
calling on Israel to exchange land for 
peace. 

Egypt meanwhile accused! Israel 
the of seeking to block a peace deal 
by continuing to settle Jews in the 
occupied territories. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa toid ministers and delegates 
from the 45-nation Organisation of 
ihd Islamic Conference (OIC) in 
Istanbul Israel should not attach con- 
ditions to its acceptance of the U S - 
proposed peace talks. 

“...The biggest stumbling block on 


the road to peace today is the settle- 
ment policy adapted by Israel in 
occupied Palestinian and Arab lands 
including Jerusalem." Mr. Musa said. 

He jbu attacked Israel's "escala- 
tion of acts of repression against the 
Palestinians ... and its blocking of 
efforts for a just and peaceful solution 
to the Palestinian issue and the con- 
ilia in the Middle East." 

In an apparent reference to Syria, 
Mr. Musa welcomed Arab acceptance 
of a peace conference under the 
auspices of the United Stales and the 
Soviet Union. 

"ft has been made clear now io the 
whole world how Arab states have 
been made sincere in their wish to 
advance a peace effort in the region 
towards a just and Listing settle- 
ment." foe said. 

“No doubt Israel's approval of en- 
tering the peace process is a step on 
tbe road foul such an acceptance 
should not be conditional, li must be 
understood that attending is not a 
mailer of formality he said. 

In his speech io the QIC, Mr. Musa 
also called for the dismantling of all 
weapons of mass destruction — nuc- 
lear. btoiogicul and chemical — and 
said restrictions must apply equally to 
all states in (he region. 

"It must lie understood that... as 
Islamic and Third World countries, 
we will not :«cept in this respect 
operations that would give an advan- 
tage io one party at the expense of 
others," he said. 

He was apparently referring to 
Arab fears ihai controls proposed by 
the United Slates would leave Israel's 
nuclear capability intact. 


PLO: Formula will be found for attendance 


- (Cootfn ea d from page 1) 

Palestinian state, no to repre- 
sentatives from Jerusalem , no to 
4 resolution of the status of Jeru- 
salem. " 

//“Bence is -impossible without 
^ Palestinians/’ Mr.- Arafat 
said/ - 

M I hold my hand out to the 
Israelis, it’s up to them now to 
extend theirs to truly make 
peace/' 


Egypt has urged the PLO not 
to let formalities block Palesti- 
nian participation in a Middle 
East peace conference, Egyptian 
officials said. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Ami Musa met Farouk Kad- 
doumi, (he PLO’s foreign affairs 
chief, for more than an hour on 
Saturday evening on the sidelines 
of 3n Islamic conference which 
opened in Istanbul Sunday. 


Egyptian-PLO talks h-*vr been 
rare since (he Gulf crisis. 

The Egyptian officials said Mr. 
Musa urged the PLO to say "yes" 
to the peace conference. 

"He (Mr. Musa) urged him not 
to stick ai formalities.,.," one 
official said. 

"The Egyptian minister ex- 
plained to him how important it 
was all to take part in the process 
and how time was running against 
Arab interests/’ the official said. 


Syria says most of its troops 
would Leave at Beirut’s request 


BEIRUT (R) — Damascus 
would withdraw its troops from 
most of Lebanon the minute 
Beirut asks it to do so, Syrian 
Information Minister Moham- 
mad Salman said. 

“When the Lebanese army or 
legitimate- Lebanese institutions 
are able to directly shoulder the 
(security) responsibility and ask 
us to withdraw, we cannot post- 
pone ix for one second," he said' 
in an interview with Christian-run 
Voice of' Lebanon radio. 

In the text of the interview 
published Sunday Mir. Salman 
sakf Syria would keep a military 
presence in areas stipulated in the 
internationally-backed Taif pact 
to end Lebanon’s civil war. 

~ According to the Taif agree- 


ment, Damascus should redeploy 
its forces to mountains in eastern 
Lebanon by September 1992. 
Lebanon and Syria should then 
agree bow loog they would stay 
there. 

An estimated 60,000 Syrian 
troops are currently deployed in 
two-thirds of Lebanon. 

They have supported the 
35.000- strong Lebanese army in 
disbanding most of Lebanon's 
militias, reuniting Beirut and ex- 
tending state authority over much 
of the country. 

Israel, which holds a 15- 
kilometre wide self-declared 
"security zone" in South Leba- 
non, has said it would not with- 
draw aU its troops until all other 
foreign forces pull out of the 


country. 

Mr. Salman said that some 
Lebanese remained beyond state 
authority and still in possession of 
many weapons despite the gov- 
ernment's drive to disarm and 
disband private armies in the line 
with the Taif pact. 

"Until now many arms are still in 
tbe bands of Lebanese who don’t 
represent the legitimate authority 
in Lebanon and as long as ... 
militias still exist, the Lebanese 
authority is the one that can 
determine if it needs Syrian 
forces close to its own forces," 
Mr. Salman said. 

He said Syria was continuing its 
efforts to secure the release of 12 
Western hostages held in Leba- 
non by pro-Iranian militants 


West Europe scrambles to stem inflow of migrants 


By Stephen Nisbet 
Reuter 

BRUSSELS — Public opinion 
and sensational predictions about 
future migration patterns, arc 
forcing West European govern- 
ments to stem an influx of mig- 
rants from poorer countries. 

In the last month Britain. 
France, Germany, Belgium and 
Switzerland have taken new steps 
to make immigration harder. 

They aim in particular to dis- 
courage thousands of applicants 
for political asylum who, accord- 
ing to officials, invent ‘.lories ab- 
out persecution in their quest to 
find a belter life in the West. 

Violence between migrants and 
police, with repeated rioting in 
France and to a lesser extent in 
Belgium, have propelled im-- 
migration high up the political 
agenda. 

The worst trouble recently has 
been in southern France where 
youths, many of Algerian des- 
cent. have staged running battles 
with police in slum ghettos and 
have barricaded roads in protest 
at high unemployment and offi- 
cial harassment. 

Britain is fining airlines which 
cany passengers without valid 
travel documents and is seeking 
ways to stem the flow of appli- 
cants for political asylum which 
officials say has reached I.UUU a 
week. Human rights groups say 
(he figure is exaggerated. 

Germany introduced new reg- 
ulations making ii harder for 
foreigners who fail to qualify for 
political asylum to avoid repatria- 
tion on vague humanitarian 
grounds. 

In France, right-wing political 
parties accused (he ruling Social- 
ists for stealing their ideas when 
the government said it would step 
up police checks to catch illegal 
immigrants, expel them faster 
and help meet resettlement costs. 

Galloping population growl h 
along the southern and eastern 
Mediterranean rim and the ex- 
pectations of East Europeans for 
a better life after the collapse of 


communism are the EC's main 
sources of external migration 
pressure. 

Britain's Economist magazine 
recently cancan- red this with a 
picture of a battered old bus 
packed to the roof with passen- 
gers wearing fur caps, fez hats 
and Arabic head-dresses, about 
to crash through a frontier con- 
trol post. The signs on the bus 
read "El Dorado — Europe or 
bust." 

The beginnings of what are 
potentially large population 
movements from Eastern Europe 
have intensified political concerns 
in the western half of the conti- 
nent. 

New sources of social tension 
could develop when poor white 
Catholics from Poland compete 
with North African or Turkish 
Muslims for scarce jobs and hous- 
ing at the bottom end of the social 
scale. 

Alsu looming in the back- 
ground is the Soviet proposal to 
liberalise to passport laws. 
Although this has been post- 
poned. Soviet officials have 
raised the possibility of millions 
of poor migrants "from streets- 
weepers to professional people" 
arriving on the EC’s doorstep. 

The European Community, 
widely seen as heading for ever 
greater prosperity with its post- 
1*192 single market, finds itself 
exerting a magnetic pul! on the 
ambitious and disaffected outside 
its borders. 

The attraction is magnified by 
the prospect of the EC disman- 
tling its internal borders, making 
it easier for people to move 
around within the 12 member 
states once inside the bloc’s exter- 
nal frontiers. 

An external borders conven- 
tion which goes some wav to- 
wards harmonising EC countries' 
external frontier controls and visa 
policies is near agreement, but 
currently held up by an Anglo- 
Spanish squabble over whether it 
should cover Gibraltar. 

A separate initiative known as 
the Schengen agreement, promp- 



ted by the EC’s six founding 
states m an attempt to abolish 
internal land border controls, is 
still unraiified. A police compu- 
ter vital to it will not be ready 
until November next year. 

There have always been some 
Europeans hostile to immigration 
who seize on any criminal or 
anti-social behaviour by migrants 
as proof that they .ire unwilling or 
unable to integrate into the host 
society . 

But latest EC statistics show a 
hardening of public opinion sug- 
gesting that the desire to put 
immigration on the political agen- 
da goes well beyond fringe groups 
such as France's National Front. 

A survey conducted earlier this 
year for the EC statistical orga- 
nisation Eurostat showed an in- 
crease in every community coun- 
try in the proportion of respon- 
dents who wanted to see new 
restrictions on migrant rights. 

At the same time, and feeding 


the traditional fears of the far 
right. Eurostat figures show EC 
population growth is now due 
more to immigration that to natu- 
ral increase. 

The change occured in 1989. 
the year the Berlin Wall was 
opened, and continued last year, 
when net migration from outside 
the EC accounted for 992.000 of 
the 1.6 million increase in the 
bloc's population. 

The statistics for both years are 
based on present EC frontiers 
(i.e. including the former East 
Germany) and take no account of 
illegal migrants, the numbers of 
which can only be guessed at. 

A Eurostat official said the 
change in the make-up of EC 
population growth was due to a 
continuing fall in EC fertility and 
an influx of ethnic Germans from 
Eastern Europe to the reunified 
fatherland. 

The official said the latter in- 
flux could not go on indefinitely 


because the supply of ethnic Ger- 
mans elsewhere was finite. 

However, many Germans have 
no such conviction about the 
flood of people from East Europe 
3nd the Third World who try to 
take advantage of the country's 
liberal asylum laws. A record 
193.000 people applied last year, 
60 per cent up on 1989. 

Among EC states, Germany is 
most vulnerable to migration 
pressure from the east should the 
Oder-Neisse line on its Polish 
frontier become a rich/poor di- 
vide for Europe as dramatic as 
the Rio Grande between rite Un- 
ited States and Mexico. 

Eurostat found that German 
hostility to East Europeans seek- 
ing work (26 per cent of Germans 
thought they should not be 
accepted) slightly exceeded that 
towards people from 
south of the Mediterranean. In 
most EC countries southerners 
were disliked more. 


Mauritania battles against Sahara dunes 


By Gill Tudor 
Reuter 

NOUAKCHOTT — Not far 
from the centre" of Mauritania's 
capital Nouakchott stands a half- 
built house, its abandoned rooms 
choked to the ceiling with the fine 
ochre sand. 

Before completing his dream 
home the owner realised he was 
fighting a losing battle against the 
Sahara desert, which is invading 
the city and over-running Mauri- 
tania’s scarce cultivable land at an 
average pace of 6 kilometres a 
year. 

Experts say the impoverished 
country on Africa's northwestern 
shoulder has developed the 
know-how to fight back, but is 
tied by lack of cash. 

"We can meet the challenge 
with the knowledge and materials 
we have," said Mohammad 
Abby, who co-ordinates Maurita- 
nia's struggle against desertifica- 
tion. “Bur the situation is grave 
unless we get the necessary aid." 

When Nouakchott was built 
soon after independence from 
France in 1960 the nearest desert 
dunes were some 60 kilomerres to 
the north. Mr. Abby said. 

Now they rear up in huge 
curves around the outskirts. 
Driven by a stinging wind, sand 
swirls across tarred streets and 
billows against buildings. 


The World Health Organisa- 
tion estimates Nouakchott resi- 
dents swallow about 750 gram- 
mes of sand a year from dusty 
food and air. Respiratory dis- 
eases are common. 

Mr. Abby said drought in the 
1970s and 1980s was the final 
Straw which unleashed rampant 
desertification after years of cut- 
ting vegetation to feed animals 
and build fires. 

Removing plant cover leaves 
the ground exposed to erosion 
and causes a drop in the under- 
ground water [able. Established 
water holes dry up, forcing peo- 
ple and animals to cluster round 
the shrinking oases that remain, 
and increasing pressure on re- 
sources. 

With fewer trees to provide 
windbreaks, gusts accelerate over 
the huge desert expanses, picking 
up sand and depositing it in shift- 
ing dunes which smother still- 
fertile land. 

Two thirds of Mauritania's one 
million square km are now uninhabit- 
able apart from a few precarious 
oases. The rest of the land, de- 
sert-like to the untutored eye, can 
still be farmed but is vanishing all 
the time. 

Mostly nomadic by tradition. 
Mauritanians are being driven to 
the capital and other towns to 
settle in squalid slums without 
water, sanitation, schools or 


medical care. 

“We couldn't do anything. 
There was no ram and no grass, it 
was the end/' said Mbarka Bint 

Brahim, sitting in a rented con- 
crete room in the endless shanty- 
towns outside Nouakchott. 

She said she arrived a year ago 
with her husband and four chil- 
dren when the land in the village 
where they settled would no lon- 
ger support their handful of 
sheep, goats and camels. 

The animals were sold or 


eaten. Now her husband scratch- 
es a living sifting sand to collect 
seas hells for use in cement. 

The United Nations Children's 
Fund (UNICEF) says only 22 per 
cent of Mauritanians were living 
as nomads in 1985. compared 
with more than 80 per cent in 
1963. 

“The desert is eating away not 
only at the usable land but at 
traditions too," said UNICEF 
officer Imam Ould Ely. “The 
whole nomad civilisation is dis- 
appearing." 



A green belt programme has 
fought since 1975 to hold off the 
tide of sand threatening Nouak- 
chott. Mr. Abby said similar pro- 
jects were under way to protect 
other settlements, in the hope of 
slowing the human influx to the 
capital. 

The main technique consists of 
fencing round shifting dunes with 
carefully-designed brushwood 
palisades, extending the barrier 
upwards to contain the mounting 
sand until the ground stabilises 
inside the bounded area. 

Then fast-growing, drought-re- 
sistant trees are planted, fixing 
the newly-trapped land with their 
roots and renewing vital plant 
cover. No maintenance is needed 
except for initial watering and 
before long natural vegetation 
starts to move in. 

The results look impressive. 
One road was completely dear of 
sand between two fixed dunes but 
disappeared under swirling drifts 
a little further on.. 

Trees planted a few years ago 
are flourishing and the ground 
around them is dotted with other 
desert plants. 

"You need faith when you see 
the immensity of the dunes." Mr. 
Abby said. "But we’re better 
armed than we were 10 years ago 
and people are more aware of the 
importance of trees." 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING. Am FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOR-tt 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR ASONS 

m_ 604676 60*696 



4 Rent & Sate 

* Many viHas and apartments! 
are available for rent andl 
sale - furnished or unfurl 
nlshed. 

|” Also many lots of land are| 
available for safe. 

[For further details, pipes*] 

jAbdonn Real 





Amman’s 
'exclusive gift shop 

Italian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumes, lighters, 
watches, pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
crystalware etc. 

Shmeisani - GrincHays Bank Bldg. 
Tel. 669 457 


STUDIO HAIG 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servick 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
stem 30 % Imrgmr 

• From malargo- 
meat 20 x 30 cm 

Shme tsani - Qpp Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 


CALL SOMA 
AT 
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DO ADD 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 
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CROWN 
INT’L EST. 

Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air, Sea and Land 




STEAK HOUSE j 
The best steak in town/ 
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The first 4 best 
• - Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

istChde. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Gris School 


Opei i daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 - Midnight 

ToLMMW 





' CHEN’S > 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barteque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 816214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 -Midnight y 


MANDARIN RESTAURANT | 

Special Chinese Foods 
SdOed Chinese Chefs 

| Open l—Ju-j JQ a t unn y .Wv| 
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Wad> Saow flaw 
new flTMladefr/M Hot & 

[Tel. <01822. Amman 

face Tasted /yP' 
ij l. Nntefi, lend /W 


TRAVEL SERVICES 
OFFICE 

Daily tours arranged on request to 
the following places: 

PETRA, JERASH 
DEAD SEA 

For further information 
please call us: 
614272 


The First Class Hotel Ih 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every 
room-! 


iMiwm 


Amman -Tel. 668f93 
PO Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


1/ 




The teSencyPobce Hotel 


LOBBY LOUNGE 
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Morceli beats Aouita 
in Monaco 1 , 500 m race 


MONACO (Agencies) — Nour- 
rechne Morceli of Algeria bested 
a banner field in the 1,500 metres 
at the Herculis Grand Prix athle- 
tics meet. 

Morceli, the world's top middle 
distance runner last year, won in 
3 minutes 32.04 seconds. Five- 
time world recordholder Said 
Aouita of Morocco, coming back 
from two calf operations, was 
second in 3:33.28. 

Morceli and Aouita raced 
together in the final lap before 
the Algerian moved away in the 
borne straightaway. 

The field included mile world 
recordholder, Steve Cram of Bri- 
tain (fourth in 3:34.96), 1988 
Olympic champion, Pete Rono of 
Kenya (fifth in 3:35.27) and 1987 
world champion, Abdi Bile of 
'Somalia (eighth in 3:36.33). 

On a warm evening near the 
Mediterranean, the meeting pro- 
duced a number of high quality 
marks. 

Former world recordholder 
Renaldo Nehemiah of the United 
States won the 110 hurdles in 
13.19. It was his best since return- 
ing to track in 1986 after a foot- 
ball career. He bad a world re- 


cord of 12.93 in 1981. 

Meiiene Ottey of Jamaica set a 
yearly best with a 21.98 in the 
women's 20 0 chased by American 
Danette Young, second in 22.24. 

Heike Henkel set a German 
record in the women's high jump 
with a leap of 2.04 metres, best 
performance of the year. Ulrike 
Meyfarth, the 1982 and 1984 
Olympic champion, set the old' 
mark of 2.03 for then West Ger- 
many. 

Another national record was 
set when Sally Gunnell set a 
British mark in the women's 400 
'hurdles with a 53.78 time. 

Samuel Matete of Zambia up- 
set American Danny Harris in the 
men's 400 hurdles with a 47.87 
performance. Harris was second 
with 48.41. 


Carl Lewis anchored the Santa 
Monica Track Club Saturday to a 
share of the world 4x100 metres 
relay record the American team 
have been chasing for the past 
two years. 

The quartet of Mike Marsh, 
world 100 metres record holder 
Leroy Burrell, Floyd Heard and 
Olympic 100 champion Lewis 


Seles, Capriati to meet 
in Mazda Classic final 


CARLSBAD, California (AP) — 
Top-ranked Monica Seles adv- 
anced to the championship of the 
Mazda Classic with a 6-1, 6-2 
victory over sixth-seeded Natha- 
lie T aim at- 

Tfae final will match Seles 
against Jennifer Capriati, who 
earlier surged past second-seeded 
Conchita Martinez 6-4, 6-0 by 
winning the last nine games. 

Seles, playing in her first tour 
event since bypassing Wimbledon 
because of a sore leg, needs to 
win this tournament to keep the 
No. 1 ranking that she has held 
since March 11. 

The 17-year -old Yugoslav re- 
lied on a steady ground strokes 
against Tauziat, ranked 14th, of 
France, in reaching a tournament 
final for the 13th consecutive time 
since Oct., 1990. 

Seles has won four titles in 
eight tries this year, including her 
last one on June 8 at the French 
Open. 

The final will be a re-match 
between players who last met two 
weeks ago at an exhibition in 


Mahwah, New Jersey, where 
Capriati won 6-3, 7-5. 

“I learned from that match, no 
question," Seles said. "Jennifer 
has been playing great I just 
have to play more of my game, to 
go for my shots. That’s the key." 

Capriati, ranked 10th in the 
world, said she hopes to build on 
what she did in their previous 
meeting. 

"It gave me more confidence," 
she said." If I did it there, why 
not again?” 

In the first set of her semifinal, 
Seles made only three unforced 
errors while the players stayed 
mostly to the baseline. 

Tauziat broke service for the 
only time to open the second set 
and jumped to a 40-0 lead in the 
next game, but Seles rebounded 
for the victory to start a streak of 
four straight winning games. 

"She can bit great shots but 
also miss other ones,” Seles said. 
“I think I played well. I didn't 
want to let her get back in the 
match. I wanted to finish her 
off." 


Gilbert upsets Edherg 
to join Sampras in final 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Fourth 
seed Brad Gilbert battled Stefan 
Edberg for nearly three hours 
before upsetting the top seed to 
reach the final of the $225,000- 
Volvo of Los Angeles Tennis 
Tournament. 

In Sunday’s final Gilbert will 
take on second-seeded fellow 
American Pete Sampras, who 
served his way past unseeded 
Italian Stefano Pescosolido 6-3 
6 - 1 . 

The ninth-ranked Sampras 
served eight aces and controlled 
what few important points there 
were by attacking the net behind 
his forehand and forcing the 80th- 
ranked Pescosolido to take 
chances on his passing shots. 

“I played well really tonight," 
said the U.S. Open champion. "I 
have a lot of confidence in my 
backcourt game which allowed 
me to work my way to the net 
when I needed to.” 

Gilbert appeared on the verge 
of a straight set victbiy. but was 


forced to go the distance in the 
.dramatic semifinal before prevail- 
ing 7-6 6-7 6-4. 

Gilbert held a match point 
point in the 10th game of the 
second set, but Edberg saved it 
with a sizzling forehand winner 
and forced the second tie break 
which he dominated 7-1 to send 
the match into the third set. 

The second-ranked Swede 
turned back two more match 
points in the final game of the third 
set before Gilbert finally dosed 
out the match on a brilliant fore- 
hand passing shot. 

Gilbert, ranked 19th in the 
world, called the victory an im- 
portant one for him. 

"I haven't reached a final in 
eight months," he said. 

Edberg said he was hampered 
by a recurring case of tendonitis 
in his left knee, which limited his 
mobility. 

"I thought about stopping in the 
second sit, but it got better. It 
was quite painful," Edberg said. 
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WASTE NOT. WANT NOT 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 

NORTH 

* A 9 7 6 2 

7 J 8 7 3 

7 3 

* A 4 

WEST EAST 

■ * J 8 * Q 10 4 

•76 5 7 9 4 

V K Q J 8 : A 10 9 2 

4 K 10 8 5 3 4 J 9 6 2 

SOUTH 

* K 5 3 

7 A E Q 10 2 

7 66 4 

4Q 7 
The bidding: 

Sooth West North East 

1 7 Pass 3 7 Pass 

4 7 Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: King of v 
Don’t presume that an opponent 
has suddenly turned the other cheek 
and become a Good Samaritan, 
ready to lend a helping hand. Both 
opponents are your enemies and will 
try to defeat you if they can. 

North-South were playing limit 
raisfis — a jump raise of opener’s suit 
showed four-card support and 10-12 
points. Once South's opening bid 
confirmed a major-suit fit in hearts 
existed, there was no point to North 
introducing the spade suit. 

est led the king of ciamonds 
and, in response to his partner’s en- 
couraging signal, continued with the 
jack. East won with the ace and 
shifted to a low club- Declarer saw 


no reason not to try to win the trick 
with the queen, and West's king 
forced the ace. In due course declar- 
er had to lose a trick in each black 
suit for down one. 

Going up with the queen of clubs 
was naive. If East held the king of 
clubs, that defender would have al- 
lowed West to win the second trick, 
and then shift. Therefore, declarer 
should assume East is not leading 
away from the monarch. In that 
case, the queen of dubs could be put 
to good use later. 

Since the only way to avoid a 
spade loser was via an endplay, de- 
clarer had to hope West held the 
king of clubs and only two spades. 
Declarer should have follwed low 
from hand, won the ace of chibs, 
drawn trumps and cashed the ace 
and king of spades. After ruffing a 
diamond to remove the defenders' 
safe exit cards, declarer should then 
have led a club to the queen end 
hoped for a minor miracle. 

As the cards lie. West has to win 
the club and concede a ruff-and- 
shiff, which allows declarer to get rid 
of his spade loser. Wouldn't that 
also be the case had South squan- 
dered his queen of clubs at trick 
three? 

No. The defenders could arrange 
their plays in dubs to let the defend- 
er with the third spade win the sec- 
ond chib- That defender would then 
be able to cash the spade for the 
setting trick. 


equalled the record of 37.79 set 
by France at last year's European 
Championships in Split, Yugosla- 
via. 


Saturday’s race at the Monaco 
Grand Prix had been billed as a 
match between France and the 
Santa Monica team. 

That contest quickly became a 
non-event when the French team 
messed up the first baton change 
and did not even complete the 
race. 

But their disappointment was 
quickly forgotten in the euphoria 
surrounding the Santa Monica 
win with spectators swarming on 
to the track and surrounding the 
exuberant Americans. 


"We’re really excited." Lewis 
said. "I don’t know the last time a 
club held a world record." 

Lewis anchored the U.S. team 
to world records at the 1983 
World Championships and the 
Olympic Games in the following 
year. 

Last year Santa Monica made 
several vain attempts to better 
the Los Angeles mark of 37.83 
only to see France unexpectedly 
snatch the record in Split. 


Hansa 
Rostock 
makes 
good start 
in Bundesliga 


In the top dash of the day, 
Bayern Munich, last year’s 
runners-up, shared a point with 
Werder Bremen in a 1-1 draw in 
Bremen. Both teams are ex- 
pected to be leading cham- 
pionship contenders. 

"We presented ourselves as a 
team today and it was a good 
start,” Hansa coach Uwe Rein- 
deis said. 

"The crucial thing was that we 
did not settle on our halftime lead 
but tried to score more," said the 
former west German internation- 
al, one of the few leading west 
German personalities to move- 
east since the fall of the Berlin 
Wall. 


Marseille 
go top with 
away win 


PARIS (R) — Champions 
Marseille, fired by goals from 
marksmen Abedi Pele and Jean- 
Pierrs Papin, went top of the 
French Soccer League with a 2-1 
victory at Rennes. 

But Marseille may lead for only 
24 hours because Monaco, 
runners-up last season, are just 
one point behind and play at 
Cannes Sunday. 

G hanaian Pele thrust Marseille 
ahead after 34 minutes before 
Papin made it 2-0 with 15 minutes 
to go. Brazilian Baltazar scored 
for Rennes six minutes later. 

England international Chris 
Waddle, who had been given a 
defensive role in the French 
champions’ last two matches by 
new trainer Tomislav I vie, was 
restored to the attack alongside 
Pele and Papin. 

Auxerre lost 1-0 at Caen to 
drop from second to sixth place. 
France's Stephane Paille, who 
joined Caen after a disappointing 
season with Portuguese side Por- 
to, headed the winner in the 37th 
minnte. 

Metz impressed by crushing 
Toulouse 4-0 to jump to third 
place, one point behind Marseil- 
le. 

Le Havre, who managed a 1-1 
draw at Paris St Germain, and 
Caen also have six points after 
four matches. 
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Maher Hantasfa, Al Ahli defender, beads a bah against AJ WahdaL 
(photo by Abdullah Ayoob) 


PREMIER LEAGUE ROUNDUP 


By Ahmad iswail 

Special to the Jordan Times 


BONN (R) — Former East Ger- 
man champions Hansa Rostock, 
aiming just to survive their first 
year in the united German Bun- 
desliga, began the new season in 
perfect style with a 4-0 home 
victory over Nuremberg Satur- 
day. 

Hansa, weakened by a major 
exodus of their top stars to the 
west since unification, admit they 
would be happy simply to avoid 
relegation in the first all-German 
championships since 1944. 

But two goals from striker Flo- 
rian Weichert in the 28th and 51st 
minutes, a 53-rdrininute strike 
from forward Roman Sedlacek 
and a last-minute penalty from 
midfielder Michael Spies secured, 
the northern port club a 
confidence-boosting two points. 

Dynamo Dresden, the second 
former East German side to join 
the Bundesliga, did not fore so 
well. 


"This is out best match so far." 
said a delighted Ivic. "All the 
.players gave all they had.” 

Waddle, who showed glimpses 
of his old form also had a huge 
smile on his face after the march.' 
"We played like last year and 
that 's exactly what we've got to 
do,’* he said. 

It was the fourth consecutive 
draw for Paris St Germain, who 
have a solid defence after signing 
Brazilians Ricardo and Geraldao. 

Paris St Germain chairman 
Bernard Brochand, who bought 
eight new players to contest 
Marseille's supremacy, said he 
was unhappy with his team's 
sequence of draws. 

"There obviously is a physical 
problem because the players get 
tired after one boar. It could be 
due to traming," he added, in appa- 
rent criticism of Portuguese train- 
er Amir Jorge, who joined from 
Porto. 

Meanwhile Marseille boss Ber- 
nard Tapie has sprung to the 
defence of Waddle after reports 
that the English star is unhappy in 
a new defensive role. 


AMMAN — A thrilling hat- 
trick from Jihad Abdul Munem 
raised the goal tally of A1 
Wahdat and kept them at the 
top of the Premier League 
after their impressive 3-0 win 
over Al Ramtha at Irbid Sta- 
dium. 

A] Wahdat went straight 
into the attack from the start, 
needing to strengthen top posi- 
tion. A goal mouth scramble 
from a cross by Ratib Al Hasa- 
nat in the 8th minute led to the 
opening goal for Al Wahdat as 
Jihad Abdul Munem put the 
ball in to ensure his lead over 
the league’s top scorers with 
ten goals. 

Al Ramtha received another 
shock when Jihad Abdul 
Munem scored in the 52nd 
minute. Twenty minutes later. 
Jihad scored the third goal. 
Thus Al Wahdat kept the top 
sport with 14 points. 

Al Ramtha stayed second 
after the 7th stage of the Pre- 
mier League games thanks to 
their superior goal difference 
over Al Faisali who ranked 
third with equal points. 

Al Faisali the title holders, 
scored a convincing 3-0 win 
over Al Hussein in Amman 
Friday. They played surpri- 
singly well, and had everything 
under control. 

There were good attacking 
moves by both sides in the first 
half. Al Faisali sought to 


avenge their loss to Al Ramtha 
in the 6th stage looked more 
dangerous, but there were very 
few real scoring chances. Jamal 
Abu Abid put them in the lead 
in the 27th minute. Ten mi- 
nutes later, Firas Al Khalaileh 
converted from a pass by his 
team-mate Subbi Sul ai man to 
score the second goal for Al 
Faisali who continued their 
domination in the second half 
and mounted repeated attacks 
on Al Hussein’s goal. Khalid 
A wad headed in a comer in the 
54th minute to rekindle Al 
Faisali’s chance to stay in the 
third place with ten points. Al 
Ahli raised its tally to nine 
points after the 2-0 win over Al 
Arabi. . . 

Al Ahli took the initiative in 
an energetic first half although 
scoring chances were about 
even. Nart Yadi put them in 
the lead in the 58th minute, 
and Walid Fatafta tested Al 
Arabi’s goalkeeper with hard 
shotes before Amir Mimib’s 
angled shot in the 88th minute 
which made it 2-0 for Al Ahli. 

Luck run out this time for Al 
Jeel who lost 2-1 to Al Qadis- 
siya, Ahmad Al Sharef scored 
twice for Ai Qadissiya as Ali 
A tali ah netted AI Jed's goal m 
the second half. 

Al Karmel beat Al Jazireh 
3-2. But teams relied on long 
passes down the centre of the 
field. But Al Karmal played 
surprisingly well m the last ten 
minutes when they scored 
twice to make it 3-2. 


U.S. basketball team gets 


him,’' Tapie told local dally Le 
Provencal. “It’s just that he al- 
ways finds it difficult to start the 
season and he doesn't like the 
heat." 

“Waddle is not a robot, but 
you will see that before the end of 
the month he will be at his best.” 

Club chairman Tapie was 
reacting to media reports saying 
Waddle could not handle the 
defensive role given him by Ivic 
and found it more and more 
difficult to cope with the press- 
ures of playing for Marseille. 

Waddle said Wednesday he 
was ready to leave the French 
champions if they no longer 
wanted him. 


off with a smashing start 


HAVANA (AP) — Under the 
glowering gaze of revolutionary 
hero Che Guevara, America's 
backboard-busting basketball 
team got off to a smashing start 
against Cuba in the Pan Amer- 
ican Games. 

Thomas Hill, the smallest of 
three players from NCAA cham- 
pion Duke, sent glass flying 
Saturday with his double-pump 
reverse dunk in warmups, a de- 
molition job that brought roars of 
delight from the 15,000 fans pack- 
ing rhe sports dry Coliseum. 


But it was easier to dispose of 
the backboard than the quick 
Caban team, which led most of 
the first half and cut a 14-point 
second-half deficit to two with 10 
seconds left before foiling 92-88. 


The U.S. women's team didn’t 
break anything more than the 
spirits of the Canadian team in 
posting an 87-70 victory to begin 
a quest for a third straight Pan 
Am gold medal. It was the 42nd 
straight international victory for 
the women's team. 


It was an 
enchanted evening. 


Two strangers in a 
crowded room. But 
they never meet. 


The room is 
too crowded. 


Andy Capp 


I'M RSALO/ WORRIED ABOUT 
THAT SUMMONS I GOT_> 
f AEKXJT MV wms, FLO “T 


LEAVE IT TO 
M& THELMA 
-I'LL HAVE 
r A WORD < 
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he reckons so - he 
> once got me a ■*- 

JOB AS A CLEANER \ 

■ IN THE TOWN HALL j 


Mutt‘n’ Jeff 
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horoscope 

FORECAST FOR MONDAY AUGUST S a I991-. 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Canon Righ^Foundmn 
GENERAL TENDENCIES: You many agreements . with cabers, that 


have many ideas today and it 
would be wise to concentrate upon 
putting them in motion more in 
line with your current progress 
while avoiding that tendency to be 
stBptdoas of one who has a higher 
worldly place. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You have every kind of need now 
to find out what work is expected 
of you, just what you will get from 
it of a monetary reward for the 
future. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Take sometime out during coffee 
or other breaks to bring your 
charm to the front so that you will 
have a far better personality to 
others. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Now you are able to do whatever 
will bring you the good will of all 
who are particularly prominent in 
the spheres of activity that you 
seek. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Whatever is essential to 
you if are to make those new 
arrangements can now bring you 
the chance to expand in a way to 
increase your wisdom. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Make 
a point now to show what yon have 
promised or are expected to do and 
pitch in and achieve the right re- - 
suits without further delay. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) This is the time to study what- 
ever outlets can bring you the 


many agreeme n ts ".with others 
can make you fodLycm have tfce . 
right allies: 

UBRA: (September 23 ta October 
22) You have many projects to do 
and the sooner you’ get at your 
chores in hannonkxs. accord with 
others, the sooner you will.be able 
to get away. - ' - •/. .■ ' 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You have some highly 
delightful pleasures. posable iurtv if 
you get out of that- rut. of. bring 
annoyed with one who has been a 
nuisance and be happy.- - 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Now yoa find that 
there are many uimsud conditions 
that can be happening at- your i 
residence and they require a con-, 
siderablc amount of your tirae. 


CAPRICORN: (Dmunher 22 to 
January 20) You certainly have a 
new approach at apmehqhly kor 
ponant usual inieresrthat requires - 
much thought and con fe r ring with 
day by day allies. - _• . ; - . - 

AQUARIUS: (January 21to Febru- 
ary 19) Your home requires much 
of your thought and attention and 
by giving it this you find you. have 
afl kinds of improved relations « 
your home. - ! 

PISCES: (February. 20. .to March 1 
20) Now you. have the cfaance to 
put into motion somefoghly’ effec- 
tive plan that can biisig you the., 
backing of those who agist you at 
routine activities. • • . 


Your birth stone is not only beautiful) on you, but also 


good for you. 
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THE BETTER HALF 


By« 



'Bills, bills, bills! I'H remember this when it comes time 
for your Christmas tip." 


THAT SCRAMBLED- WORD GAME 
• - by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, ’ i 
one tetter to each square, to form 
fot» ordinary words. 


IKKAH 






LAUDT 



□ 



YENTIJ 


STICMY 


WHEN A GROUP OF 
FRIENPS SE6AN PLAY- 
ING CAKP& ON THE 
PLANE, THEY 
A6REEP THAT — 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: THe QLI T &ti 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Yestefcay’s I JumWeK EIGHT LIMIT HEAVEN ADRIFT 


Answer The best way to stop the noise in the back of 
your car— LET HIM DRIVE 


THE Daily Crossword bye*,** 


ACROSS 
T Crimson Tide 
lamiliariy 
5 Depots: abbr. 

9 Fuss 

13 MkHmm 
sultanate 

14 Zenith's 
opposite 

18 From one end to 
the oi her 

17 Dispatch 

18 FL city 

19 -, l smell — " 

20 — Lanka 

21 “Nor any — 
ran" (Bible) 

22 Office supplies 

23 Chin, 
philosopher 

25 Mosaic piece 

27 -There's — " 
(Ophelia) 

29 Some 

32 Swarms 

33 Soften 

35 Ms Jflban 

36 Paraeghlan 

37 Negative prefix 

38 Turning back 
42 — -Saxon 

44 Of a peninsula 

45 USNA freshmen 

46 Symbol 

47 Certain drink 

49 Navy men: abbr. 
51 T os tram's 

beloved 
53 Gun gp. . 

56 Indian 

57 Fish 

58 Adam's Mace 

59 Hgi 

00 Wall an 

61 Ward (oft) 

62 Pry 

63 Manner 

64 Low card 



S#r*io»». « 

AH H>QKs RcMnw . . 


OOWN 

1 Headman 

2 USA word: abbr. 

3 Overseas matt? 

4 Conjunction 

5 Haughty 

6 Max. tood 

7 Allan. — 


8 MtssHe 
enclosure . 

9 Office supply 

10 What holds a 

tareus together? 

1 1 Shah’s land 
once 

12 Routines ' 

15 Poled a float 
21 Throw 

24 End 

26 Contraction - 
27 Computer 
company - - ■ 

28 Star in Cygnus 

29 Obstacle- 

30 Chem ical * 
compound 

31 Comic Jay and 



33 Hn plate -- 

S^SseeaGie ' 42Der-^-.’ 

39 Tending to eat 43Tctos.'gp. • 

40^ ' SgSSdM 

41 ssss%' ’ 48 '--Ssyr 

. system of J23A , bade 
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- in exiwnttWn with 

Cairo Amm«n Bank 


Foreign Excfaange Market Summary 
^ ST 2, 1991 

ffl aam flar paf^rmwx t o' the previous week, the dollar rallied Monday. 
Tocsday .aad again Tlroraday, influenced by a combinatin of technical 
««*. yea and revised opfinustfc expectations of healthy U.S. 
■<C<M»Ortac kxijcaiors to be released later in the week, encouraged by 
U nexpec tedly positive June New Home Sates figures Twaday. The U.S. 
J * ur *^«wrf the week slightly weaker than the previous week, however, 
as, ah Unanticipated sharp fan in non-fann pavroBh triggered several waves 
of tong;pessipp hquidaijon Friday. 

^ Th e doUir rallied Monday in Tokyo after a financial daily published the 
names of 200 jnvesrmcm cheats, including top Japanese firms and public 
authorities, who bad received illegal compensation from four major 
■ securities tumses- Having failed u> breach resistance at 1.7540 marks, the 
U.S. currency declined later in New York, to cod below Tokyo's ckwing 
rates. 

'The release of June’s New Home Sales figures in the U.S.. to reveal an 
tsuxpeczed rise of 7.4 per cent, took the dollar lo higher dosing loch 
Tuoday 4gamst all major currencies, ft dosed at its highest level of the 
week agai n st the yen at 137.96 yen to the dollar. The healthy figures 
. encouraged expe cta tions of similarly poviiive economic data due Thursday 
:«nd -Friday, reus accentuating a wave of sbon covering on the U.S. 
aurepey. Traders- nevertheless refrained from adopting substantial long 
dollar positions umli those figures were released. 

Wednesday witnessed a drop m dollar rates after remarks from the 
: B und e sb ank president, which were perceived by traders to signal u 
potential discount rate hike of one per cent rather than a modes: rise of 0.5 
per«ot .The release of July's factory orders further added to the U.S. 
currency's decline during New York trading, os the data revealed a bigger 
-'than expected drop, thus. taking the dollar to 2 low of 1 73S0 marks before 
■reboundmg. Yet despite the decline, trading remained dun as dealers 
1 awaited JulyV purchasing management data due Thursday and June's 
iron -farm payroll data due Friday, to which they attached greater 
significance. 

Thursday took the dollar to its highest levels of the week against 
European currencies, dosing in New York at J .7570 marks 10 the dollar and 
1.6740 dollars to the sterling pound. The rise came after the release of 
heeler than expected purchasing management numbers and weekly jobless 
claims. The figures boosted expectations for the following day's figures. 

1 .causing many to readjust their expccrjisions tor the non- form payrolls 
upwards, and tempting many traders to adopt long dollar positions. 

After rising as high as 1,7665 murks in Europe, the dollar witnessed a 
sharp relapse, which started in laic Europeans arty New York trading 
Friday. Tw decline came after the release of June's non-farm payrolls, 
which declined by 51,000, shocking a market expecting a me ranging 
b e twe e n 70.000 and 150,000. Observers maintained that the negative data 
, rekindled market fears over the strength of the L'.S. economic recovery and 
underscored the possibility 0 / 3 double dip recession before an eventual 
rebound. Notwithstanding. July’s employment data disclosed a decline in 
.. unemeptoymem to 6.S per cent, compared to seven per cent in June. This 
decline was attributed to a drop in the work force rather than 10 job gains. 

As for this week, expectations are for a potentially weak U.S. currency, 
in view of an increased possibility of a discount rate cut by the Fed. Some 
observers maintained that the dollar could decline to 1.73 marks, which if 
breached could take it as low as 1 .68 marks and 1.72 dollars to the pound 
alerting. These expectations arc predicated on the existing 3.25 per cent 
. interest yield gap between (he dollar and the mark, which will widen even 
further should the Fed cut interest rates and/or the Bundesbank raise its 
discount rate. 


Maw York Gestog ItMw for Major Currencies Against the 
VJS. Dollar 
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Japan’s current account 
surplus widens to $29b 


TOKYO (R) ■— Japan seemed 
headed for greater friction with 
its major trading partners after 
trade statistics showed its huge 
balance of payments surplus 
surged to even greater heights in 
June. 

"This is .1 recipe for trade 
tension," said Russell Jones, eco- 
nomist ai UBS Phillips and Drew 
International Ltd. "People are 
going to start to get angry." 

Stagnant imports helped 
Japan's current account surplus 
— the broadest measure of trade 
in goods and services — widen to 
$6.63 billion in June from a 
downward revised S4.53 billion in 
June 1990, the finance ministry 
has said. 

During the first six months of 
this year, the unadjusted current 
account surplus widened by 43.2 
per cent tu $28.93 billion from the 
same period a year earlier. 

An official at the finance minis- 
try played down the first half 
numbers, saving that a long-term 
trend toward a narrower surplus 
was still intact. 

But private economists roundly - 
disagreed. 

“Official protestations that the 
surplus will do anything but ex- 
pand are gening laughable," said 
Mr. Jones. 

Economists said they expected 
the current account to climb even 
further. A slight improvement in 
the U.S. economy was expected 
to help boost exports by October 
or September, fuelling a further 
widening. 

"We will see fhc current 
account continuing to expand at 
least through the early pan of 
next year." said KazukoMizumo, 


economist at Baring Securities 
(Japan) Ltd. 

Indeed, growth in '.he surplus 
with the United States, Japan's 
most vocal trade critic, was likely 
to start speeding up by early next 
year after a slowdown in recent 

months. 

In addition, the import figures 
could continue to weaken in com- 
ing months because high oil 
prices a year ago inflated overall 
import values, making this year's 
totals look small. 

Within the overall current 
account, the surplus in merchan- 
dise trade climbed to $9.28 billion 
from $7.U2 billion a year earlier. 

Exports rose to $24.77 billion 
from $23.13 billion, while imports 
dropped slightly to $15.49 billion 
from $16.11 billion. 

Exports are being driven high- 
er by strong demand in Europe 
and Asia for Japanese consumer 
goods and heavy equipment re- 
spectively. 

Moreover, the value of exports 
has received a boost from the 
yen's gains against the dollar. A 
higher Japanese currency inflates 
the value of exports when they 
are valued in dollars. 

The ministry of finance official 
contended the effect of the stron- 
ger yen would evenrually fade, 
helping to narrow the surplus. 

Imports, the other side of the 
trade equation, were hit by 
Japan's slowing economic growth 
and a sharp decline in gold im- 
ports. Gold imports were espe- 
cially strong a year ago on buying 
from Japanese securities com- 
panies. Tli at helped make this 
year's overall import figure look 
weak in comparison. 


Turkish syndicated loan 
activity seen picking up 


ISTANBUL (R) — Turkish 
activity on the syndicated loan 
market will pick up after the 
treasury completes an aggressive- 
ly priced medium-term deal seen 
as a new benchmark for further 
borrowings, bankers said. 

"The Turkish borrowing mar- 
ket is coming back to its pre-Gulf 
crisis state," said John Ong, U.S. 
Bankers Trust representative in 
Turkey. “And the treasury's deal 
will be a new benchmark." 

Sumitomo Bank and Mitsu- 
bishi Bank have been mandated 
to joint-lead the thrcc-year, $200 
million syndicate which is ex- 
pected to be completed by Aug. 
8 . 

"The treasury deal will be an 
important test of appetite for 
medium-term Turkish-Ioans," 
said Yukiharu Fuji mo to, Sumito- 
mo Bank representative in Tur- 
key. “1 expect many other private 
Turkish borrowers to come to the 
market this year." 

The syndication is the first by 
the treasury since Iraq’s invasion 
of Kuwait last year which caused 
foreign financiers to shun Turkish 
risk. But its pricing is aggressive 
with a margin at 90 basis points 
over London Inter Bank Offered 
Rate (LIBOR). 

"It's a very right pricing," said 
Isak Anrika, general manager of 
U.S. Chase Manhattan Bank's 
Istanbul branch. 

"The treasury is playing the 
game very cleverly," he added. 

All-in-cost of the loan is 
LIBOR plus 120 basis points to 
the treasury and about 110 basis 
points to underwriters Banque 
Nationale de Paris, Nippon Cre- 
dit, Tokai and Commerzbank. 

Pricings on one-year Turkish 
loans currently range from a low 
of around 90 basis points to 150 
over LIBOR, still above their 
pre-Gulf crisis levels of below 90 
basis points. 

Queuing up for foreign cash 
are several state firms, which 
need treasury approval before 
tapping the markets since the 
recent introduction of new reg- 
ulations to curb short-term debt. 

In September, state-run sugar 


factories will raise $150 million 
and the treasury about $200 
million in the coming months, 
possibly at a maturity of five 
years. 

Almost all big private banks 
and several foreign trade firms 
plan to rely more on foreign loans 
at a rime when interest rates on 
lira credits are running above 100 
per cent a year. 

Bui officials at the treasury, 
which targets $600 million of bor- 
rowing this year, believe prices 
will keep falling despite an ex- 
pected flood of new issues pent- 
up during the Gulf crisis. 

“Many call our pricing aggres- 
sive but we believe it's still gener- 
ous and will come down even 
further," said Murat Kutad, 
Foreign economic relations head 
at the treasury. 

"The current account deficit is 
narrowing and export growth is 
higher than expected." Helped 
by some $600 million in Western 
grants, the current account deficit 
narrowed to $56 million in the 
first five months of the year from 
$1.37 billion a year ago. 

The trade deficit fell 16 per 
cent as exports responded to the 
dollar's 45 per cent appreciation 
against the lira so far this year, 
rising 11.2 per cent in January- 
May over a year ago against a 0.2 
per cent rise in imports. 

Bankers said foreign cash de- 
mand from private borrowers was 
unlikely to put a major upward 
pressure on prices. 

"Foreign banks that want exp- 
osure to Turkey have room in 
their portfolios. A big upward 
pressure on prices is unlikely," 
said Aclan Acar, deputy general 
manager at private Garanri Bank. 

But Mr. Ong said a surge on 
government borrowing might 
push Turkish risk higher. The 
government has unleashed new 
public spending ahead of elec- 
tions that must be held by 
November 1992. 

Bankers say government may 
be forced to rely more on foreign 
borrowing to finance a budget 
gap officials say will more than 
double to 29 trillion lira this year. 
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World lending agencies 1 
about impact of military 




Washington (r> — interna- 
tional lending agencies are put- 
ting pressure On countries to rein 
in military spending, arguing that 
die burden of maintaining war 
machines is holding back econo- 
mic reforms and huning develop- 
ment. 

In the past the Washington- 
based International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and World Bank — 
the world's two leading lending 
agencies — have kept well away 
from the issue, arguing that 
national security was a political 
minefield to be avoided when 
discussing loans. 

But the end of the cold war and 
accumulating evidence linking 
deteriorating economies to milit- 
ary costs have triggered a change 
in the minds of senior officials at 
both institutions — and it is be- 
ginning to show in some policies. 

World Bank President Barber 
Conable, who leaves the lending 
agency in September has pressed 
the issue of military spending for 
the past few years and IMF Man- 
aging Director Michel Camdessus 
joined him. 

Both are concerned that global 
problems ranging through a debt 
repayment crisis in Latin Amer- 
ica, profound poverty in Africa 
and revolution in eastern Europe 


Kuwait’s main 
commercial 
port reopens 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait's main 
commercial port of Shuwaikh has 
reopened to international ship- 
ping. just over a year after Iraq's 
invasion forced its closure. 

The UAE-flagged Pearl of 
Dubai, carrying 19,000 tonnes of 
wheat from Saudi Arabia, docked 
at the pon Saturday Iraq in- 
vaded Kuwait on Aug. 2 last 
year. 

Abdul Rahman Al Nibari, 
managing director of Kuwait's 
ports, said Shuwaikh was capable 
of handling ships carrying cargoes 
of up to 25,000 tonnes. 

The last ship to visit the port — 
also belonging to the United 
Arab Emirates — docked at Shu- 
waikh on July 29, 1990. 

Mr. Nibari told Reuters the 
authorities bad cleared all war 
debris from the pon following the 
emirate's liberation on Feb. 28. 

Kuwait's second port of 
Shuaiba has been operating since 
March. 


might overwhelm the supply of 
money for spending on solutions. 

“We are not hitting countries 
over the head," said one monet- 
ary source, "we're just laying out 
the trade-offs and leaving it to 
them." 

But now the policy looks to be 
deepening. The IMF is consider- 
ing the idea of guidelines for 
reducing "unproductive expendi- 
tures," the source said. "One of 
the most blatently unproductive 
expenditures is military expendi- 
tures." 

The World Bank's latest World 
Development Report shows the 
countries of the world spend SI 
trillion on the military every year. 
The report says the impact of any 
war — expensive in itself — is felt 
well after hostilities end, under- 
mining economic growth for 
years. 

Kuwait a year after the Iraqi 
invasion is a perfect example. 
Despite vast wealth, its economy 
is still only wriggling back to 
vitaliry as oil wells continue to 
bum, officials note. 

In the late 1980s, the most 
recent period for which figures 
are available, military spending 
was $860 billion in bigh-income 
countries and developing nations 
spend $170 billion. $38 billion of 
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Barber Conable 

it on arms imports, most from 
industrial countries. 

"Aid and finance agencies are 
entitled to ask whether it makes 
sense to help governments whose 
first priority is not to develop but 
add to their military strength," 
the report said. 

The decision to adopt a 
tougher posture comes just as the 
Soviet Union, a military super- 
power. has applied to join the 
two lending agencies. 

Economists believe many of 


the Soviet L*nion*s economic 
problems can be traced to its 
huge military commitments which 
leave little money for modernis- 
ing the country's industry. 

Last month Mr. Camdessus 
told a group of businessmen and 
economists there might be move- 
ment towards a new formal policy 
to control unproductive costs. 

"When faced with tremendous 
problems, namely to find re- 
sources for financing all this pil- 
ing up of new needs for invest- 
ment. we have to intensify our 
efforts to help countries — to 
induce countries — to cut non- 
productive spending wherever it 
is," he said. 

But officials do not think the 
bank and fund will go as far as 
telling countries that unless they 
cut spending by a specific amount 
they face dramatic cuts in aid. 

This is the so-called "con- 
ditionality" muscle the two lend- 
ing agencies use to persaude 
countries to make the kind of 
reforms they believe necessary 1 to 
reach economic health. 

What is clear is that the agen- 
cies 3 re bolstering their policy to 
reduce spending on tanks, guns 
and soldiers, 3nd convince coun- 
tries to move m more peaceful 
paths. 


Survey shows real estate 
markets improving 
in much of U.S. 


WASHINGTON l AP) — Real 
estate markets improved across 
much of the country over the past 
three months, but signs of a 
downturn are emerging on the 
west coast, according to a survey 
of regulators. 

The mid-July poll of nearly 500 
real estate experts in Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corp. (FDIC) 
field offices showed improved 
conditions, compared with a simi- 
lar survey in April, in all areas 
except the west, where residential 
markets held steady and commer- 
cial markets showed a slight de- 
cline. 

"It says things look a little 
better (nationally) but they still 
don’t look very good," FDIC 
Chairman L. William Seidman. 

Regionally, Mr. Seidman said 
the data indicate the west may be 
in for a slump, although at this 
point it does not look as severe as 
the downturn that earlier hit the 
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FOR RENT ANNUALLY 

3-bedrooms villa, fully furnished, with nice garden, off the 
centre of Mecca road. Interested families only. 

Pis contact tel: 827910 between 8-10 a.m. — 4-6 

p.m. 


DELUXE FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Consists of 2 bedrooms with accessories, living, sitting, 
dining, 2 bathrooms, 2 balconies, with fully equipped 
kitchen. With telephone & central heating and solar 
heating in summer. 

Please call 846162 for further Information 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, sitting room, salon, dining (area 250 
square metres) with separate central heating and telephone. 
Rent to be paid annually. 

Location 5th Circle. 

Tel: 867727 or 679090 


REQUIRED 

TEACHERS OF ENGLISH FOR 
SUMMER SCHOOL 

English Native Speakers (preferably graduates) to teach chil- 
dren and adults — for further information please call 

TtL Nou 688726 between 4-6 p.m. 


DUTY-FREE CAR FOR SALE 

Duty-free Mercedes Benz 230E, 1986 model, colour barol 
red. Recently overhauled. Can be seen at Embassy of 
India premises. 

Bids will be accepted under sealed cover till 

Sunday, 11th August. 


APARTMENT FOl 
RENT 


southwest and New England. 

Markets in southern California 
show "considerable stress," he 
said, but conditions are better in 
the northern half of the state. 

The northeast appears to have bot- 
tomed out. he said. The south, 
which many in the agency feared 
would slump, also is improving, 
he said. 

Mr. Seidman said the survey, if 
it proves true, is good news from 
the banking system, which has 
been plagued by scores of failures 
attributed to sour real estate 
loans. 

The FDIC chairman is predict- 
ing 400 bank failures this year and 
next. A sustained upturn in real 
estate markets likely would take 
at least six months to filter 
through to banks, but it even- 
tually could ease the failure rate, 
he said. 

Nevertheless, the survey does 
not change the FDICs belief that 
it will need an increase in its 
taxpayer-backed borrowing au- 
thority sometime after Sept. 30. 
■he said. 

Poll results are expressed as an 
index from one to 100. A reading 
around 50 indicates a stable mar- 
ket. Figures below 50 indicate a 
declining market, while those 
above 50 signify improving condi- 
tions. 





Available for rent a 255m super deluxe apartment in West 
Shemeisani. 

Four bedrooms, spacious living and dining area with a large 
terrace overlooking Wadi Sakra & Jebal Amman. 

F or more information please contact ^ 663255 from 8-1 2 AM . 


REQUIRED 

Live-in nursemaid for 
three children re- 
quired. 

For those interested, 
please call No. 810008 
8:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m. 
7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. 


Youssri Mustapha 

Egypt’s first 
private money 
changer opens 

CAIRO (R) — Economy Minis- 
ter Y’oussri Mustapha Sunday 
formally opened the first private 
money changer to start business 
since Egypt freed the pound last 
February. 

The Egyptian Exchange Com- 
pany won the race among nearly 
300 firms that have so far applied 
for money changing licences, 
opening its doors in a downtown 
Cairo tourist area Friday. 

Egypt agreed to license money 
changers independent of central 
bank influence as pan of a series 
of financial reforms prescribed by 
the International Monetary 
Fund. 

Other reforms include freeing 
the pound and bank interest 
rates, eliminating multi-tiered ex- 
change rates, introducing treas- 
ury bills and overhauling the 
banking system. 

Mr. Mustapha told reporters at 
a short ceremony that the pound 
was strong, but he warned specu- 
lators to stay out of the market. 

The pound now trades at 
around 3.32 to the dollar. Bank- 
ers say since the currency was 
freed, the central bank has asked 
state and private banks to avoid 
letting it fall too far. 

As a result, foreign currency 
has been in short supply and 
customers walking into banks off 
the street have been refused dol- 
lars 
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die in Croatia despite truce call 


BELGRADE (R) — Explosions 
and artillery fire shook eastern 
Croatia during the night despite a 
ceasefire call and at least two 
people were killed in shootings, 
police said Sunday. 

Clashes have been intense for 
several days in eastern Croatia 
where many of the rebel repub- 
lic’s 600,000 Serbian minority 
live. 

Serbian guerrillas opposed to 
Croatian independence have been 
fighting Croatian security forces 
with the backing of some' federal 
army units, according to the 
Croatian government. 

An official death toll in Thurs- 
day’s attack on Dalj, on the 
Croatian border with Serbia, has 
not been announced. 

Yugoslav News Agency (Tan- 
jug) said it had repons of seven 
Serbs being killed in the village as 
well as the 80 police in the worst 
single incident of conflict. 

Foreign diplomats said howev- 
er that die real toll could be much 
higher. They had reports that the 
area round Dalj was thick with 
sniper fire and littered with 
bodies that could not be reco- 
vered. 

In Osijek, the main town in the 
region, a spokesman said six 
bodies had been brought to the 
local hospital during die last 24 
hours. At least 30 people were 
wounded. 

Tanjug said 14 Croatians taken 
hostage by Serbs had been re- 
leased. 

A team of EC foreign ministers 
led by Hans Van Den Broek of 


Holland continued efforts in Bel- 
grade to persuade the warring 
sides in the conflict to agree to 
terms for the deployment of EC 
observers in Croatia to monitor 
the ceasefire. 

Informed sources said the 
troika had a long meeting Sunday 
morning with federal Defence 
Minister Vjeko Kadi je vie and 
was also due to have talks with 
federal Prime Minister Ante Mar- 
kovic. 

Mr. Van Den Broek and his 
Portuguese and Luxembourg col- 
leagues were also having a fresh 
unscheduled round of talks in 
Belgrade with Croatian President 
Franjo Tudjman and Stipe Mesic, 
die Croatian head of the collec- 
tive state presidency. 

The sources said these talks 
followed a meeting Saturday 
night with Serbian President Slo- 
bodan Milosevic about ways to 
monitor the ceasefire which 
would guarantee the safety of the 
EC observers. 

A meeting of the state pres- 
idency, possibly to approve a 
ceasefire which would have 
Croatia's foil backing, was ex- 
pected during the course of the 
day. 

The EC, which has staked its 
prestige on stopping the violence, 
is already monitoring a successful 
ceasefire in Slovenia, where 64 
people died in earlier fighting. 

Mr. Milosevic Saturday dis- 
dained a suggestion by Mr. Van 
Den Broek that the EC might as a 
last resort deploy armed 
peacekeeping force. 


Tanjug said he told the minis- 
ter they were welcome as politi- 
cians. diplomats, businessmen or 
tourists, but not as members of a 
foreign military force. 

Although Croatia agreed to the 
presidency's ceasefire order, it 
rejected a control commission 
appointed to supervise it because 
its Montenegrin chairman 
Branko Kostic is an avowed Ser- 
bian ally. 


Croatia's parliament blamed 
Serbia for the crisis and accused it 
and some units of the Serbian-led 
federal army of promoting terror- 
ism in an effort to conquer Croa- 
tian territory. 

Prime Minister Franjo Gregor- 
io said his government was freez- 
ing economic and political rela- 
tions with Serbia “to force talks 
and reasonable agreements be- 
- tween the two republics.” 

Legislators also gave the gov- 
ernment powers to act in an 
emergency without referring to 
parliament. 

They urged the government to 
prepare ail reservists for mobi- 
lisation if the situation worsened. 

“The government should carry 
on with talks but we must con- 
front this terrorism with arms ” 
Mr. Greguric said. “We have to 
defend ourselves so we do not get 
swallowed.” 

Facing military setbacks and 
rumbling discontent within his 
own party, Croatian President 
Franjo Tudjman hopes for inter- 
national intervention to end the 
bloodshed in his strife-tom 


re- 


public. 

“We still don’t have sufficiently 
well equipped and organised 
armed forces,” Mr. Tudjman said 
in an interview with the Associa- 
tion Press- “That’s why we seek 
an internationalisation of this war 
and above all, of course, a peace- 
fill solution.” 

Mr. Tudjman spoke after con- 
ferring with the three European 
Community foreign ministers ab- 
out how to monitor a posable 
ceasefire in Croatia. 

“What matters now is that the 
EC has understood that die focus 
of (the Yugoslav) crisis is in 
Croatia, that the Serbs and the 
army are waging a war against 
Croatia,” said Mr. Tudjman. 

“The visit of the EC to Croatia 
as such can already be of help.” 
he argued, adding that “a solu- 
tion for Croatia and Europe 
might be in a permanent peacr. 
conference or the dispatch of 
.peace forces,” as proposed by 
German Foreign Minister Hans- 
Dietrich Genscher. 

Mr. Tudj man’s arch-rival, Ser- 
bian President Slobodan 
Milosevic, told the EC mission he 
opposed foreign peacekeeping 
forces, which “would not be in 
accordance with Yugoslavia's 
political independence.” 

Mr. Tudjman said Croatia 
accepted a ceasefire ordered ear- 
ly Saturday by the federal pres- 
idency, although it foresaw truce 
monitoring by federal police and 
police from Slovenia, Macedonia 
and Bosnia, rather than by the 
EC observers Croatia favours. 


Soviet Communist Party faces split 


. MOSCOW (R) — Soviet Com- 
. munist leaders, presaging a furth- 
er split in the already weakened 
party, have denounced the 
weekend creation of a reformist 
faction within their ranks. 

Meanwhile, Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev Saturday 
shifted his attention at a cabinet 
meeting from party affairs to 
tackling the country's most for- 
midable problems — mainly food 
supplies and energy. 


Just a week after the old party 
agreed to back a new programme 
abandoning many Marxist tenets, 
the Communist leadership de- 
nounced the founding of the 
Democratic Party of Russian 
Communists. 


‘This is the creation of a party 
within the Soviet Communist Par- 
ty,” Moscow Communist chief 
Yuri Prokofiev told Soviet televi- 
sion. 


“Our statutes do not provide 
for a party within the party. That 
means that those joining the 
Democratic Party of Russian 
Communists have to make a 
choice — either one or the 
other.” 

The new group, beaded by 
Mr. Yeltsin's vice-president Alexan- 
der Rutskoi, hopes to attract a 
third of the Communist Party's i5 
million members — down four 
‘million in 18 months. 


Atlantis 

astronauts 

launch 

scientific 

experiments 


CAPE CANAVERAL (AP) — 
The five Atlantis astronauts be- 
gan more than a week of scientific 
research after accomplishing their 
chief task of sending a shuttle 
communications satellite into 
space. 

Mission control informed the 
crew the satellite was “healthy 
and doing fine.” 

The astronauts dispatched the 
$120 million tracking and data 
relay satellite (TDRS) six hours 
after reaching orbit Friday. It 
hovered 35,880 kilometres above 
the Pacific Ocean near the Gil- 
bert Islands Saturday, its seven 
antennas fully outstretched. 

The satellite will remain there 
until Monday, when it is man- 
oeuvred a few degrees every day 
until it is over the equator just 
east of Hawaii. Its systems will be 
checked out for two months be- 
fore it joins three other TDRS 
craft in linking space travellers 
with mission control. 

As Atlantis said around the 
world for the second day, the 
crew of four men and one woman 
successfully activated an Ozone- 
measuring instrument in the car- 
go bay -but had trouble with a 
irtiddeck experiment involving six 
cell syringes. 

“I didn't go quite according to 
plan,” astronaut Shannon Lucid 
said. 

Ms Lucid said two of the 
syringes containing cell cultures 
leaked and another became 
stuck. She got some of the con- 
. tents on her hands, but mission 
control told her not to worry 
about it. 

The astronauts made the first 
solar observation with the ozone- 
measuring instrument a few hours 
later. Its sensors were pointed 
straight at the sun and measured 
the amount of ultraviolet radia- 
tion streaming from there. 

Later in the day, the sensors 
were aimed at Earth to check 
ultraviolet radiation reflected off 
the atmosphere. 

Ozone absorbs radiation in 
ultraviolet wavelengths. As a re- 
sult, this protective layer in the 
stratosphere can be measured by 
comparing the amount of incom- 
ing ultraviolet radiation with the 
amount scattered back out. 

1 Scientists will compare the 
shuttle instrument's data with 
ozone measurements taken by 
three satellites art rouughly the 
same place and time. The satellite 
instruments then can be cali- 
brated to ensure more accurate 
readings. 

The astronauts worked virtual- 
ly non-stop Saturday morning to 
set up the experiments. 


Comoros 
president 
is still 
in charge 


Ian/ a si a 



ANTANANARIVO, Madagas- 
car (R) — The president of the 
Comoros says he is still in control 
despite an attempt to oust him 
using the same constitutional 
clause that brought him to power 
in the Indian Ocean republic two 
years ago. 

Said Mohammad Djohar told 
citizens of the impoverished 
archipelago in a radio address 
Saturday to stay calm and said 
those responsible for trying to 
oust him would be brought to 
justice. Information Minister 
Mohammad Adamo said. 

Mr. Adamo, speaking from the 
Comoros’ capital Moroni, told 
Reuters in the neighbouring is- 
land of Madagascar that Supreme 
Court President Ibrahim Ahmad 
Halidi and members of a disgrun- 
tled opposition party had staged 
the coup attempt. 

They used an outlawed radio 
station early Saturday to say Mr. 
Djohar was no longer in power in 
the republic, which is between 
Madagascar and the Mozambique 
coast. 

Mr. Adamo said the Supreme 
Court had tried to invoke a con- 
stitutional clause under which the 
head of state was automatically 
replaced by the Supreme Court 
president if he died or was physi- 
cally or mentally incapacitated. 

“But this is not the case with 
President Djohar," Mr. Adamo 
said. “Anyway, to invoke this 
clause, the court would have to 
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seek majority approval from the 
government.” It did not. 

Mr. Djohar, 71, himself a for- 
mer president of the Supreme 
Court, assumed interim power 
through the same constitutional 
clause after former President 
Ahmad Abdallah was assassin- 
ated in November 1989. 

Mr. Djohar won a presidential 
election four months later. But 
his victory with 54 per cent of the 
vou was disputed amid allega- 
tions of widespread fraud. 


Mr. Abdallah, who had ruled 
since 1978, is widely believed to 
have been killed by his mercenary 
guard. The mercenaries then 
tried to take over the country, but 
left after France, the former colo- 
nial power, sent a task force to 
the islands. 


Mr. Adamo said Mr. Djohar, 
in his Saturday radio address, had 
thanked the army and the people 
for standing by turn. Residents of 
Moroni contacted by telephone 
said the city was calm. 


Yeltsin 
decree 
banning 
party cells 
takes effect 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian Fed- 
eration President Boris Yeltsin’s 
decree banning Communist Party 
activity at workplaces formally 
took effect Sunday without fan- 
fare or conflict as most factories 
and offices were closed for the 
weekend. 


Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev, the party’s general 
secretary, has described the 
order, published two weeks ago. 
as confrontational and threatened 
to nullify it with a decree of his 
own. 


Mr. Yeltsin, who quit the party 
last year, is calling upon factory 
managers in his republic, the 
Soviet Union's biggest, to instruct 
all party cells to disband. 

The Communists are the only 
party with a widespread network 
of cells at workplaces, often in- 
fluencing management decisions. 

The process of dismantling 
Communist Party structures has 
been taking place for some time 
on a voluntary basis. But it is 
expected to gather pace as a 
result of Mr. Yeltsin's decree, 
further weakening the once- 
omnipotent party organisation. 

The party’s policy -setting Cen- 
tral committee challenged the 
legality of the measure last 
month. A committee of Soviet 
experts on the constitution is 
studying the issue and urged Mr. 
Yeltsin to suspend its imple- 
mentation. 

In Leningrad, local Communist 
Party chief Boris Gidaspov told 
factory workers Friday: "This de- 
cree is yet another attack against 
the Communist Party.” 

The official Soviet News Agen- 
cy (TASS) said the attitude of 
Leningraders was mixed. “Some 
party members view it as timely 
and reasonable. But a consider- 
able proportion of Communists 
believe that Mr. Yeltsin's deci- 
sion is a flagrant violation of 
democratic rights.” it said. 


Sri Lankan 

relief 

column 

reaches 

besieged 

army camp 


COLOMBO (R) — Both Sri 
lankan government troops and 
Tamil separatist guerrillas 
appeared to have gained in a 


24-day battle for a strategic army 
camp in which Colombo says 
2,250 died, political analysts said 
Sunday. 


Government forces claimed 
victory after a relief column of 
8,000 soldiers broke through 
Saturday to the Elephant Pass 
camp, whose 800 defenders had 
been under siege since July 10 by 
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam. 

‘Technically it is a victory for 
the security forces, but it showed 
the Tigers were quite up to the Sri 
Lankan forces and matched them 
m many ways,” said a Western 
diplomat. 


“There was no doubt the army 
would rescue then colleagues. 
The question was how long it 
would take. To the Tigers, it was 
being able to prove their capabil- 
ity to fight against odds of up to 
8,000 soldiers,” he said. 


“ Military sources said the Tigers 
pitted about 5,000 fighters against 
the relief column that landed on a 
beach about nine kilometres from 
the base on July 14. 

But the diplomat doubted 
there were that many or that, 
according to a military estimate, 
2,100 rebels were killed. 

“The rebels need fewer num- 
bers in guerrilla warfare. I think 
also that rebel casualties were less 
than 2,000,” he said. 

The battle has been described 
as the biggest between govern- 
ment troops and the Tigers in the 
rebels’ eight-year campaign for a 
separate state for the Tamil 
minority. 

Elephant Pass is a causeway 
connecting northern Jaffna 
peninsula with the rest of the 
island. The Tigers, whose main 
base is in Jaffna, wanted it to 
extend their control. 

Some political analysts said the 
rebels were also aware that the 
army had artillery in the camp 
and seizing the weapons “would 
have enhanced their military 
strength.” . 

"This is the very reason why 
the army deployed three brigades 
to rescue their trapped colleagues 
and prevent the camp from falling 
into Tiger hands,” one analyst 
said. 

The rebels had advantages over 
the army. Sandy terrain and 
thorny shrub jungle were familiar 
ground and the route to the base 
was peppered with their anti- 
personnel mines. 

But analysts said the army 
broke through the rebel cordon 
because of superior numbers, 
better arms and resources, for the 
loss of 150 soldiers killed in the 
fighting. 

The Western diplomat said the 
army would “need a hell of a lot 
of men to secure Elephant Pass. 
Otherwise they must hope the 
rebels would not attack it again.” 

Vasudeva Nanayakkara, an 
opposition parliamentarian and 
peace campaigner, said the cost 
of the 24-day battle was enor- 
mous and one the government 
could ill -afford. 

“If the government has to de- 
ploy this number of soldiers each 
time a camp is under attack, then 
resources will be drained in no 
time,” he said. 

About 10 billion rupees ($25 
million) is spent annually on the 
military. 


Last passengers rescued 
from s inking Greek liner 


CAPE TOWN (R) -- South Afri- 
can Air Force helicopters rescued 
the last stranded crewmen from 
the disabled Greek liner Oceanos 
moments before ft rolled onio its 
side and appeared to be about to 
sink, a rescue coordinator said 
Sunday. 

Air force spokesman Gerry 
Everts said pilots flying against 
gale force winds plucked abut 180 
passengers and crew from the 
ship wallowing 1.5 miles off 


fore dawn, plucking about 400 
passengers and crew from fife- 
boats being tossed by moun- 
tainous seas. 

A C-160 transporter dropped 
tiferafts and survival gear to the 
130 people stranded on the ship 
when the last crowded lifeboats 
got away, rescue coordinators 


South Africa's rocky “Wfldcoast” 
north of East London. 

“The conditions are absolutely 
pathetic. The fliers have done a 
fantastic job. Everyone is off the 
deck, but now the hard part starts 
— we have to find oat whether 
anyone is missing,” Mr. Everts 
said in a telephone interview. 

“The ship is rolling to about 70 
degrees. That means it is virtually 
capsized and the bow is awash. 
It’s going down,” Mr. Everts 
said. 

The 12-hour air and sea rescue 
operation began at 11 p.m. (2100 
GMT) Saturday when the 7454- 
tonne Oceanos broadcast at 
“mayday” distress message, 
saying the engine room was 
flooded. 

Fourteen helicopters were 
transported to the city coastal 
village of Coffee Bay, in the tribal 
homeland of Transkei, where res- 
cuers set up a temporary head- 
quarters and field hospital m an 
abandoned hotel. 

A tanker and two cargo ships 
joined the Oceanos, which was 
on an overnight voyage from East 
London to Durban, shortly be- 


Stare-run radio broadcast a 
mili tary appeal to powerboat en- 
thusiasts in East London and Port' 
Elizabeth to go to the area to help 
rescue survivors. 

The radio appeal at 8 a.m. 
(0600 GMT) said people had 
jumped from the ship into icy 
seas to get away before it cap- 
sized. 

“From what we can gather, the 
serviceable lifeboats they were 
able to lower were only enough 
for about 400 people, which left' 
almost 200 still on board,” Everts 
said. 

Helicopters were operating, a 
shuttle from a base in the village 
of Coffee Bay, lifting two or three 
people from the ship in each 
flight and taking them to a milit- 
ary camp set up on shore. 

“The ship is only about two 
miles off the rocks. That makes it 
easier for the helicopters, but 
very difficult for other ships to get 
near," he said. 

A tanker and two cargo ships 
that were first on the scene began 
picking people up from the boats 
shortly aftCT 5:30 a.m. (0330 
GMT), said Allan Foggittv 
spokesman for TFC tours, which 
had the vessel on charter until 
February. 


85 children die when bus 
overturns in Zimbabwe 


HARARE, Zimbabwe (AP) — 
At least 85 school children re- 
turning from a sports outing were 
ki lied when their bus overturned 
in Zimbabwe’s worst road acci- 
dent, police said Sunday., 

Thirteen fellow pupils travell- 
ing late Saturday night in the 
overcrowded bus were critically 
injured, police said. A probe into 
the cause of the crash was ordered. 

The fete of the driver was not 
immediately known. 

The B and C Company bus was 
travelling on a winding road from 
a school sports competition in the 
eastern Zimbabwe town of 
Rusape when it flipped over near 
the resort village of Nyanga, 
police said. 

The children were returning 


from St. Killian school in Rusape 
to their own Regina CheUi Secon- 
dary School near the Mozambi-' 
que border. 

Safety inspectors have often 
accused private bus drivers of 
endangering passengers by over- 
crowding vehicles, driving at high 
speeds or while under the influ- 
ence of alcohol or drugs. Many 
bos accidents are also caused by 
blow-outs from bald tires. 

This bus carried 98 pnpSs, 
police said. 

Zimbabwe bus drivers routine- 
ly violate laws restricting the 
number of passengeis, permitting 
extra people to sit or stand In the 
aisles, often overloading their 
vehicles by more than one-fourth 
of capacity. 


Bush, political aides meet 
to discuss M92 campaign 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent George Bush consulted a 
brain trust of his closest political 
advisers Saturday on strategy for 
a 1992 re-elected campaign and 
bow to deal anticipated attacks 
from Democrats. 

During the three-hour meeting 
at Camp David, the presidential 
retreat in the Maryland country- 
side, about 30 advisers “discussed 
general issues related to a pres- 
idential campaign in 1992,*’ Mr. 
Bush’s press secretary Marlin 
Fitzwafer said in a statement. 

“Although the president made 
no specific decisions at the meet- 
ing, it was understood that poli- 
tical organising and financing win 
begin in the fall," Mr. Fitzwater 
said in the brief statement. 

The spokesman said meetings 
will be held in the fail with 
Republican leaders to discuss 
campaign themes and other 
issues. 

Mr. Bush chaired Saturday’s 
meeting, according to partici- 
pants who spoke on condition 
their names not be used. 

Discussion covered technical 
details such as timetables re- 
quired under election law for 


fund-raising reports, and possible 
campaign themes and issues, they 
said. 

They said there was no action 
agenda or specific strategy result- 
ing from the meeting. Mr. Bush 
was expected to mull the issues 
during his August vacation in 
Kennebunkport, Maine, and tap 
aides to begin the prefiminaiy 
campaign work. 


Mr. Bush is likely to conduct 
some fund-raising in the fell but 
not formally announce his can- 
didacy until early next year, 
keeping overt campaign activities 
to a minimum for as long as 
posable, advisers said. 


Saturday’s discussion focused in 
part on the theory that the Demo- 
crats will go heavy on the attack 
against Mr. Bush and wiO be 
anxious to avoid a repeat of their 
1988 campaign, when Democratic 
contender Michael Dukakis re- 
fused to respond to early attacks 
by Mr. Bosh, the participants 
said. 


They also discussed maximising 
Mr. Bush's successes in foreign 
policy, and his strengths and 
weaknesses, one source said. 


Bhutto stages hunger strike; opponent says elections were rigged 


ISLAMABAD, Pakistan (Agen- 
cies) — Former Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto staged a hunger 
strike Sunday to protest alleged 
attempts by die conservative Isla- 
mic government to destroy her 
populist party. 

On the eve of the 12-hour 
symbolic protest, one of Ms. But- 
to’s fiercest political opponents 
backed up what she has been 
saying for nearly a year — that 
last year’s elections were rigged 
to keep her from returning to 
power. 

Ms. Bhutto sat cross-legged be- 
neath a rain -soaked canopy 
across from parliament as she 
began the protest against what 
she said were the arrests and 
torture of some 5,000 party sup- 
porters. 

“Members of my party are 
befog harrassed, woken up ax a 
midnight ml hauled to jail on 
false charges, tortured and dragged 
from one court to another,” 
she said. ‘They are trying to 
destroy my party.” 

The government has denied 
Ms. Bhytto’s charge, insisting 
that those who have been 


arrested are terrorists, murderers 
and kidnappers. 

Last month, tire government 
forced a constitutional amend- 
tment through parliament that 
gives police sweeping powers to 
control soaring crime and creates 
special courts that bypassing tbe 
judicial system to try “terrorist'' 
cases. 

“This is worse than martial. 
This is civii martial law,” she 
said. 

Ms. Bhutto contends the Peo- 
ple's Party has been the target of 
a witchhunt since President Ghu- 
lam Ishaq Khan abruptly dismis- 
sed her government on Ang- 6 
1990, on charges of widescal'e 
corruption and nepotism, politic- 
al incompetence and abuse of 
power. 

Tbe 38-year-old former pre- 
mier feces eight charges of mis- 
management before one-judge 
court specially set up to try her 
and members of her administra- 
tion. 

Three months after her dismis- 
sal, her left-leaning Pakistan Peo- 
ple's Party (PPP) was overwhel- 
mingly defeated in national and 


provincial elections and relegated 
to a weak, largely ineffective 
opposition in parliament. 


Ms. Bhutto has repeatedly 
claimed the elections were stolen 
through widespread vote rigging 
and fraud. Most international 
observers at the time rejected 
those charges. 

But Naveed Malik, a former 
adviser to Ms. Bhutto's succes- 
sor, Prime Minister Nawaz Shar- 
if, said he bad coordinated two 
“election cells” set up to manipu- 
late the results of the October 
1990 to see that Ms. Bhutto did 
not return to power. 

At the time, Mr. Sharif was the 
chief minister of eastern Punjab, 
the country’s wealthiest and most 
populous province. which 
dominates parliament. 


“Call me whatever you can, l, 
too, was involved in tbe rigging 
exercise,” Mr. Malik told repor- 
ters, adding that he was prepared 
to face criminal charges. 

Before the balloting, Mr. 
Malik said, domestic intelligence 
agencies predicted that Ms. Bhut- 


to's party would capture at least 
87 of the 207 seats in the law- 
making National Assembly, or 
lower house of parliament. Mr. 
Sharif s fragile Islamic Democra- 
tic Alliance was projected to gar- 
ner only 60 seats, be said. 

Three days before the ballot- 
ing, Mr. Malik said, the election 
cells decided to limit Ms. Bhutto 
and the People's Party to only 45 
seats. The election cells also 
targeted 1 a number of indepen- 
dent candidates or leaders of 
smaller parties to lose their races, 
he said. 

When the ballot counting 
started, he said, results were 
altered according to the plan. . 

Mr. Malik said Mr. Ishaq Khan 
should dismiss Mr. Sharifs gov- 
ernment and install a neutral, 
broad-based government that in- 
cludes representatives from all 
parties. 

His views have been echoed by 
a number of Mr, Sharifs one- 
time supporters, including Ghu- 
lam Mustafa Jatoi, the caretaker 
prime minister who filled the void 
between Ms. Bhutto’s ouster and 
Mr. Sharifs election. 


Meanwhile, a New Zealand aid 
worker kidnapped in Pakistan's 
lawless North West Frontier Pro- 
vince is being held by a criminal 
gang and not for political reasons, 
a senior official said Sunday. 

United Nations agronomist 
John Stevens and three Afgh ans 
were snatched at gunpoint last 
Thursday as they drove back 
from a mission into Afghanistan. 

Pakistani political agent Ataul- 
lah Khan said the tribal gang 
holding Mr. Stevens had been 
involved in a previous kidnapping 
of a foreigner but said there was 
no evidence the abduction was 
politically motivated. 

“I think basically it was a typic- 
al piece of North West Frontier 
Province banditry.” a United Na- 
tions source said, but senior U.N. 
officials in Islamabad declined to 
comment. 

Mr. Stevens, a New Zealander 
in his midMOs, has been working 
with the U.N. Food and Agri- 
cultural Organisation as a consul- 
tant on its rehabilitation projects 
in Afghanistan for about three 
years. 

He was kidnapped by a gang of 




Rare turtles hatch 
on Turkish coast 

ANKARA (R) — Seventy-five 
sea turtles of the endangered 
Caretta Caretta species have - 
hatched on a moonlit beach on 
Turkey’s Mediterranean . ooast, 
Anatolian News Agency said.- ft 
said they batched in .-20 protected . 
«mnri nests and. crawled out to sea 
at Anamur near Mersin. Nearby . 
fights were doused so as not to- j 
^igfrarr them. Sdernists say new- . 
born Careitas are instinctively - 
guided by moonlight refleeted on 
the water and may -wander away - 
from the _sea to perish: jf dis- - 
tracted by another tigjhtl :Tbe 
Caretta Carettas, . designated^ _ 
protected species in Turkey; lay 
eggs on several M^tettaneaa ■ 
beaches. ‘ • r? r - ' 


Vandafe emasculate 
statue of nude mate 


Benazir Bhutto 


gunmen operating from the Bara 
area of the Khyber Agency, oiie-. 
of the semi-autonomous regions' 
along the Afghan border where 
tribal law prevails. y ’v' 


Kidnappings for ransom are - 
common in the heav3y~anned 
tribal areas and foreigners are 
usually only allowed oficial 9 c~- 
cess rf accompanied 
guards. ‘ , : -f 


DUBLIN (AP) — Vandals; 
emasculated the statue of a-nade - 
male in a public pari: in Limerick 
in western Ireland followii^' pro- 
tests it was too obscene te be ar 
display. “We’re lookup fot tbe 
culprits,”- police Sgt KmCTCbiK 
nor said .Saturday. The vandals, 
who police. said may have been, 
armedwith a <^iain-saw,aiso d es- ’. 
troyed'part of the statue's right 
foot. The . 6-metre statue was 
placed in the . park as ^pari .-of 
celebrations td mark 'the 300^ ~ 


anniversary of the signmg^oflhe- 
Treaty of Lnnerkk whiclL gave ; 
civil rights to the majority Roman 
Catholic population, “We intend 
mending his wounds and moving - : 
him to a prnmanertt home?’ Mary. _ 
Coll of the Limerick Treaty -300 ' 
Organisation was quoted as 'reft- 
ing the Irish Press newspaper- 
The statue, called foe Wounded. 
King, was created by artists, 
Rohan Halpin and Packie Smith . 
of steel, styrofoam and plaster;; 
which was then pamted and yar- 
tdshed. “It took five weeks to 
build firm,” Limerick Corpora- ' 
tion arts officer Sheifo Deegan . / 
was quoted as telling , the papa. . 
‘"There were a few people Who , 
found the sculpture offensxve but 
the general -reaction, was very'-' 
positive.” 


‘Pee-Wee tried 
to avoid arrest’ ; 

SARASOTA, Florida (AP) — 
Tbe actor - who plays Pee-Wee - - 
Herman tried to avoid arrest on 
indecent exposure charges by. 
offering to perform a children’s 
benefit for the local sheriffs 
office, a police report . says. Paul .; 
Reubens’ attorney made the- , 
same offer to the Sarasota 
Herald-Tribune if the newspaper . 
agreed not to publish a story an -. 
the arrest, according to the report / 
released Friday. The newspaper . 
refused. “We would never con 1 ^ 
sider such an offer,” said Diane ... 
McFarlin, the newspaper’s exeap 
five editor. The attorney; Dap ‘ 
Dannheisser. has said he plansto 
withdraw from the - case. . Mn. • ’ • 
Reubens, 38% was in tdwaviating . j 
his parents When he was arrested .... 
on July 26 for exposing himself at 
an adult theatre. He has denied ' 
wrongdoing and is scheduled' to . 
be arraigned next Friday. Miami 
attorney Ridard Genteip. a fix- 
mer Dade County state attorney, 
said he is representing "Mr". 
Reubens. “Mr. Reubens says he's; 
not guilty,” Mr. Gerstem said. * 4 ! ' 
anticipate that there will be a" 
trial.” Detectives didn't recognise 
Mr. Reubens, whose long hair - 
made him different in-appearance- 
from his Pee-Wee television chary 
actor, Sarasota County sheriffs.- ~ 
officials said. Detective Wfltiwri : 
Walters, who was working undoc- V_ 
cover ir« tbe theatre, wax&gd .as- . -j 
Mr. Reubens masturbated _ 
report said. After detectives took 
him outside. Mr. Reuben* tokf * 
them, “this is embarrassing;” foe 
report .said. “Can I showyovis, 
some I.D.?” While. a doetfiv^lV 
looked at his. : license; 

Reubens - said, r I'm Pce-W2& Vu, 
Herman,” the report said.' The 7:> 
subject then, suggested ffia£ 5 v'> 
maybe he poukl ffo a diaif^„p, 
benefit for tbe sheriff* office or-'. ^ 
‘something to take care of tins,”! ." 
the report said:'; \ : - 

Police raids factors ^ 
makSnganti-soclal^ 

T-shlrfe- v 

PEKING (R) — Chinch ^ 
have - raided a, factory printing 
T-shirts . with unheal 
w, impounding 
plates- and; ' blocki a g * 
acOTunts, theoffidalGtexfote^^^ 
Nejvs said. -This summer Chma’si 
™»ng Communist Party,’ 
mined 


. fieree battle in „ 
add in . tbe ^markets-- 


shirts .with 

^tion;aifoirxfividuafism 1 ; l W^ y ^, , , 

for a tifoe were the h ft ^ 

statement for ““ * ‘ 

ter: -safes were _____ 
combed free mafketsj 
the subversive; 

foe h, 

-S folk fo^ftadrmy 
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